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ANECDOTES 


OF THE 


DELBOROUGH FAMILY. 


CHAP. XII. 


URING the continuance of their 
ſhort journey, the fair friends found 
an inexhauſtible ſource of converſation in 
the events of the morning, and their joy 
received no inconſiderable addition from 
the Colonel's having ſeized on a favoura - 
VOL, IV, <P © —- 
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ble moment to tell them, in a whiſper, that, 
on their coming to town, they were not to 
be ſeparated, faying, at the ſame time, he 
would explain the circumſtance, to which 
this change in Lady Dorothy's determina- 
tions was owing, when he met them at 
dinner. Mrs. Edwin had not felt ſo much 
comfort, or ſo lively a pleaſure, ſince the 
departure of Henry Harvey for the Con- 
tinent as this intelligence gave her, nor 
were the tranſports of Emely at all inferior 
to her own, or leſs affectionately expreſſed, 
the meaſure itſelf was ſo conſonant to the 
wiſhes of both, that, by whatever means it 
had been effected, was but a ſecondary 
conſideration, and they waited very pa- 
tiently for a further explanation of the c 
cauſe. 


As ſoon as Lord Delborough had placed Ii 
his leg in the moſt commodious poſition 
that could be deviſed by himſelf or the 
Colonel, and before they had loſt ſight of. 

| the 
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the friendly cottage, his Lordſhip defired- 
that he might be informed on what foot- 
ing he ſtood with his aunt, Lady Dorothy 
Petting. I have reaſon to believe, added 
he, from what ſhe has written to me about 
you, that you are a great favourite with 
her, and that ſhe means to do handſomely 
for you at her death; but ſhe alſo talks: 
of certain conditions, without ſaying what 
they are, and tells me they will be more 
acceptable to you than all her other in- 
tended favours. Now I know my ſiſter 
well, and am ſure ſhe has a good heart; 
but ſhe has ſuch a confounded” hand at 
match-making, that I cannot help thinking, 
Charles, ſhe muſt have looked out a wif& 
for you, and that the conditions ſhe hints 
at are, that you muſt take her, whether 
you like her or not: However, if you do 
like a wife of her chuſing, as ſhe ſeems 
to ſay is the caſe, why let her whim be in- 
dulged; but by ——, and the Peer ſwore 
a tremendous oath, that good heart of 

B 2 your's, 
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your's, my dear boy, ſhall-never be link'd 
to a mate but of its own chuſing ; tell me, 
therefore, your actual ſituation with my 
ſiſter Dorothy, and tell it to me without 
reſerve, 


L a -* 


His affectionate commands were im- 


mediately obeyed. The Colonel, as much 
at his eaſe as if he had been ſpeaking to 
the friend of his youth, unveiled every 


thought of his heart, which, however clear 


from embarraſſments of any ſort, was not 
more ſo than his voice, his air, and his 
countenance. Whilſt he was deſcribing 
his aunt's attachment to Lady Selina 
Dangle, and repeating the frequent hints 
ſhe had drop'd, that her deſign was to 


bring about an alliance between them, he 
treated the ſubject with ſo much uncon- ; 
cern, pleaſantry, and good humour, and 
preſerved ſo perfect a reſpect for Lady 
Dorothy, as even to ſpeak of her very 
foibles with tenderneſs, that the Earl found 

ſome * 
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2 delicacy may be diſpenſed with, and I will 
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a difficulty to diſcover whether his 
wiſhes did or did not coincide with thoſe 
of his aunt ; he therefore demanded of 
him what were his inclinations and inten- 
tions reſpecting the Duke of Angrave's 
daughter, for if he was ſeriouſſy diſpoſed 
towards her, he would unite his own en- 
deavours with thoſe of his ſiſter's to obtain 
his Grace's conſent to the marriage. 


My dear Lord, replied the Colonel, do 
me the juſtice to believe I have not in- 
tentionally left you uninformed of my real 
inclinations or intentions. The Duke of 
Angrave's daughter 1s handſome, young, 
admired, and a man of honour muſt feel 
himſelf reluctant to declare a decided 
opinion, that might not, perhaps, be ſo 
favourable as ſhe may deſerve; but, in 
the preſent caſe, I confeſs, my Lord, this 


no longer obſcure my ſentiments, but con- 


feſs that Lady Selina is a coquette, and 
B 3 that 
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that I would rather ſell my commiſſion, 
ſpend the purchaſe-money, and afterwards 
carry a brown muſquet, than be the huſ- 
band of a woman, in the ſtability of whoſe 
honour I could place no confidence. 


Lord Delborough heard this declaration 
with a ſmile of approbation, ſaid he was 
perfectly ſatisfied, and ſuddenly turned the 
ſubjects, on which they had hitherto con- 
verſed, into another channel, that more 
immediately concerned his own family 
affairs. 


He inſormed his nephew, that the bu- | 
 fineſs which then carried him to town, was 
to. conclude the marriage of his ſon with * 
Miſs Beverly. He ſpoke of her in terms 
that ſignified ſhe was not only the object 
of his choice, but of his affections. Before 
I knew this girl, ſaid his Lordſhip, 1 1 
hardly knew myſelf. I had a thouſand | 
oddities, and many bad qualities ; her gen- | 
| tleneſs | 
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tleneſs has ſoftened my heart, and human- 
ized my diſpoſition. She is the counter- 
part of my niece Emely, and I ſhall be 
much diſappointed if the ſimilitude I ſee 
between them does not unite them in a 
tender friendſhip for each other. I fear I 
have ſomething to reproach myſelf with on 
the ſcore of my fon: I have circumſcribed 
his education, and I will own to you, 
Charles, that, till he loved Louiſa Beverly, 
I never loved him. He had too much of 
my own curſed ſtubbornneſs in his compo- 
ſition for any good agreement to ſubſiſt 
between us : Beſides, he has another in- 
ſufferable diſpoſition which he does not 


| inherit from me. He is more violent in 


his love attachments than Mark Anthony, 
and more changeable than a coquette. 
He has five times tormented me out of 
my conſent, that he ſhould marry five 
different women, and has as often made 
himſelf and me mad to find out means to 
break off the treaty when it has been 
B 4 nearly 
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nearly concluded, on one occaſion only he 
acted with diſhonour ; it was a pathetic 
buſineſs, and I will ſpare myſelf the repe- 
tition of it. The amiable young creature, 
who has to place many misfortunes to his 
account, is now ſo much better provided 
for, that I have endeavoured to forget the 
part his folly and imprudence obliged me 
to take againſt what then muſt have ap- 
peared to be, her happy eſtabliſhment. ] 
He ceaſed ſpeaking, ſome drops of ſorrow 
were gathering in his eyes, he drew out 
his handkerchief, and applied it to his noſe. F « 
This motion diſperſed them. He then Fi 
5 

0 


had recourſe to his ſnuff- box, and having 

cheered himſelf with a hearty pinch of 

that ſoul-reviving cordial, and bodily com- Þ 
| forter, Hardham's No. 37, he returned tl 
1 to the ſubject of his ſon and Miſs Beverly, h. 
I! which he re- aſſumed with infinite com- be 
| poſure. rc 
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I think, Charles, ſaid his Lordſhip, you 

muſt haye paſſed by the carriage, which 
3 conveys Haverville and your future couſin 
to London, as we all fat off at the ſame 
time, and they could only have gota-head 
of me by the difference in the "OP 

| Þ of their poſtillions. | 
The Colonel replied, he had met but 
one coach ſince he left town, in which he 
had the good fortune to ſee any thing 
more faſcinating than old women and young 
children, and that one, he acknowledged, 
contained a jewel that he ſnould have been 
inclined to have called his own ; but that, 
unhappily for him, he could gueſs, by 
certain indications, that it was already be- 
2 ſpoke, the creſt being a bloody hand, and 
the object of his admiration conveying; on 
her lap, a pretty infant, who, he ſuppoſed, 
belonged equally to herſelf and the Ba- 
4 ronet. | ; JANES 
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No, returned the Peer, with a good- 
humoured ſmile, your ſuggeſtion, though 
in part founded, are, in other reſpects, er- 
roneous; the Lady is, indeed, beſpoke, but 

| not married, 


Is it poſſible then, my Lord, ſaid the 
Colonel, that your Lordſhip ſhould know | 
who I mean! I can hardly imagine it 
could be Lord Haverville and Mifs Bever- 
ly. The carriage I ſpeak of could not be 4 
his, and the liveries certainly were not 
thoſe of his family. j 


If theſe are all your objections to the | 
eſtabliſhment of the fact I now advance, 
replied Lord Delborough, which is, that 
the coach and ſix brown mares, followed 
by riders in green great coats, and gold- | 
laced hats, was no other than the very 
equipage in which Haverville and his in- 
tended bride paſſed by you this morning. 
Your objections ſhall ſoon be done away, ; 
| 3 and 
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and the matter explained to the full ſatis- 
faction of your doubts and ſcruples. He 
then informed him that the carriage was 
Sir James Archer's, and that himſelf, his 
Lady, their little girl, her ſiſter Miſs 
Beverly, and Lord Haverville, were the 
party by which it was occupied. Lady 
Archer, ſaid the Colonel, muſt be a charm- 
ing woman: I ſaw only her; I had eyes. 
for no other object; the matronly charac- 
ter is almoſt divine in her ſoft and beauti-- 
ful. countenance.. 


Hold, hold, cried the Peer, War 
immoderately, I have no ſooner extricated 
your ideas from. one. error, but they ſtum- 
ble into another,. Lady. Archer's intrinſic: 
value is equal to the plainneſs of her face;. 
and in both, or either, ſhe is hardly to be 
fellowed. She is, indeed, the beſt wife 
and mother in the three kingdoms ; but of 
theſe good qualities, I apprehend, ſhe could: 
ive you no great ſpecimen, as you paſſed: 
B 6 by 
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by her carriage ; and as for beauty, ſhe is 
as far removed from that as you are from 
the Antipodes. 


Colonel Fairfax felt his miſtake, bluſh- 
ed that he had made it, and fo capri- 
cious is the heart of man, he had a mind 
to quarrel with his deſtiny for preſenting 


fuch a creature to his view ſingle, yet 


fettered ; at that moment he would much 
rather have been told ſhe was the wife of 
Sir James Archer, than that Lord Haver- 
ville was her nominal and accepted huſ- 
band. In either ſituation there was no 
chance for him, but where the fancy has 
been tranſiently ſmitten, and the paſſions 
are in a ſtate ready to ſurrender, it is cer- 
tainly better -to be without hope than to 
receive her by ſtealth ; her countenance un- 
tranquillized, her viſits ſhort, and her lan- 


guage feeble, 


| 


ſe 
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Theſe thoughts, though they have coſt 
us ſome minutes to enter them in our 
hiſtory, darted through the ſoul of the Co- 
lonel with the ſwiftneſs of lightening. 
He apologized for the miſtake he had 
fallen under, congratulated his uncle on the 
beautiful acquiſition he would ſo ſoon 


4 make to his family, and ended with ſaying, 
he was happy Lord Haverville had at laſt 


met with a woman whole charms. muſt fix 
him for ever. | | | 


Why, I hope ſo too, and 1 think it is 
impoſſible it ſhould be otherwiſe, replied 
Lord Delborough ; but I wiſh' the mar- 


riage was over with all my heart. You 


and I, Charles, muſt put a ſpur on the 
heels of the lawyers when we get to town, 
for I do not know how it happens; but 


Faverville, who at firſt was writing and 
I | ſending off expreſſes, to hurry them in 
| 1 getting ready the ſettlements, has of late 

been 2 in the buſineſs. It is true, 


his 
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which are at. all times unequal.. To tell 


you the truth, my dear boy, there is no 
medium in his feelings of any kind. He 
is always ſick or well, merry or ſad, happy 


or miſerable, in the extreme. I look for- 


ward to matrimony for his cure, and ——,. 


His Lordſhip ſuddenly ſtopped, as did the 


carriage. One of Lady Dorothy's ſervants 
had beckoned the drivers. He rode up. 
to the fide on which the Colonel was. ſit- 
ting. His horſe was in a foam, and his. 


face betrayed no good: tidings.. 


For keaven's ſake ! what is the matter 7 1 | 
exclaimed: Colonel Fairfax, letting down 
the ſide glaſs, has any accident 23 ; 


to my lifter. ?: 


but. your groom: told me you was in the 
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his health. is not good, though he will not ; 
own that any thing is the matter with him: 
but I find it in the depreſſion of his ſpirits,. | 
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carriage juſt behind him, and I took the 
liberty to ſtop it, being ordered to ride 
with all ſpeed to let you know, Sir, that 
my Lady is ſo ill, it is hardly expected ſhe 
will be alive by the time you are able to 
get to town 


„ 


Lord Delborough and his nephew were 
both ſurpriſed and grieved at this unex- 
2 pected intelligence. Go, my dear boy, 
2 faid his Lordſhip, loſe not a moment, your 
> intereſt and your gratitude are both con- 
2 cerned in the neceſſity of your being expe- 
2 ditious ; take the ſervant's horſe, and leave 
him to come on behind my carriage; poor 
Dorothy! I am ſorry for her, but come to 
? Þ me as ſoon as you can, in St. James's- 
n Square, and let me know how ſhe does, 
d and if there may not yet be hopes of her 

recovery. Colonel Fairfax thanked his 

uncle for this gracious permiſſion, and they 
both enquired of the meſſenger in what 


„ 
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manner Lady Dorothy had been ſeized, 
to make her family ſo apprehenſive for 
her. life. f | 


The man, who had never before ſeen 
Lord Delborough, and did not now know 
him, replied, with great ſimplicity, that 
her Ladyſhip expected her brother to come 
to town that very day, a ſervant having 
arrived with the information at eight o'clock 
in the morning ; that as ſoon as his Lady 
wakened, he was ſent with a meſſage to 
the Colonel, to defire he would call upon 
her before he went out of town, but that 
when he came to Dover-Street, the Colo- 
nel had been gone more than an hour, and 
Mr. Parr told him, by chance, he ſaid, 
what road his maſter had taken; that on 
going back, after doing ſome errands, he 
found the houſe in great confuſion, and 
that Mirs. Deacon bid him ride as faſt as 
he could, to bring back the Colonel, or 


ſhe feared it would be all over before he 
; could 
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could arrive, for that her Lady had fallen 


down in a fit of perplexity, and the doctors 
ſaid ſne would not live ſix hours. | 


Lord Delborough and his nephew were 


only four miles from town, when this me- 
2 lancholy news reached them, for it was 


impoſſible not to underſtand the word per- 
plexity, to have no other meaning than 
that of apoplexy, from an attack of which 
there was very little reaſon to ſuppoſe 
there could be any appeal to fate, when 
the victim it had ſeized on as its prey, 
was already tottering on the verge of 
ſeventy. | 


From the moment Colonel Fairfax had 
fixed his feet in the ſtirrups, a quarter of 
an hour brought him to the door of his 


late aunt's houſe, who had expired ſoon 
after the ſervant had been ſent off, to in- 
form him of the accident, and Mrs. Dea- 
con herſelf appeared in the hall, to an- 


NOUNCEe 
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nounce to him the death of her Lady, a 
ſoon as he had diſmounted. Oh! Sir, 1 
cry'd ſhe, with abundance of tears running 
down her cheeks, you are come too late! 1 
The Colonel was greatly ſhocked, though  t 
the event was a natural one, and what he 2 
had bcen prepared to expect. All her 
nate expreſſions of kindneſs, all her en-) 
deavours, though perhaps miltaken ones, 
to promote his intereſt, and ſecure his hap- 4 
pineſs, ruſhed upon his memory, and he ! 
threw himſelf into a chair, where he re- 
mained for ſome minutes in a ſilence, more 1 
allied to real ſorrow, than that ſort of lan- 
guage, in which grief, on ſimilar occaſions, 3 
is generally conveyed. 


Mrs. Deacon ſtood by him, with her f 
apron held to her eyes, and ſaid, but not : 
without many interruptions, I tear Sir, the 
ſuddenneſs of my poor dear Lady's departure, 
will occaſion you ſome diſappointment. 3 r 
Mr, Martin, the Lawyer, has been about 8} 
making 
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1 making her Ladyſhip's will theſe three 
weeks, and this day, when it was finiſhed, 
and my Lady had the pen in her hand to 
ſign it, myſelf, Mr. Vertien and Mr. Mar- 
tin being ready as witneſſes, ſhe fell down 
and continued inſenſible from that time 
Z *till her death. I know ſhe did intend 
vou ſhould be her heir, but as in a former 
will ſhe has left every thing to her brother, 
and the other was not executed, Lord 
2 Delborough will have all, and I am very 
ſorry for it, as I underſtood by her Lady- 
Z ſhip, and Mr. Parr, that he has never 
been your friend. 


* You are exceedingly good, replied the 
Colonel, riſing, and I thank you; this is a 
ſtroke of fate, I therefore chearfully ſubmit 
ot co its diſpenſations; my regret at loſing 
1c an aunt, to whoſe tenderneſs I owe ſo 
e, $ much, is unmixed with mercenary conſide- 
t. rations; ſhew me where I can pay my 
ut I laſt ſad duties to the remains of that dear 
8 4 relation, 
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relation, and I ſhall be ſatisfied. She did 
as he commanded, wondering at his philo- ii 
ſophy, and admiring at the patience and 
ſweetneſs of his diſpoſition ; nor could ſhe Mo 
conceal her ſurpriſe or admiration, but de- a 
clared them both without reſtraint, as ſhe 
conducted him towards the chamber of ii 
her deceaſed Lady; he was really pene- f. 
trated with the intereſt ſhe took in his b 
ſituation, and gave her all the comfort he Fa 
could, by telling her, he had that day ſeen u 
Lord Delborough, and that they were in 

perfect friendſhip with each other. The 

door was at that inſtant opened by one f 

the attendants who was coming out of the 
room, and Mrs. Deacon had only time 
for the ſhort ejaculation of God be praiſ- 
ed! when ſhe ſaw him enter, and go im- 
mediately to the bedſide on which the 
corpſe was laid; he approached it with a 
firm, but cautious ſtep, gently removed 
the ſheet that covered her face, and ſtood ? 
over it with folded arms, in mute con- þ 
* templation ; 8 
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b templation ; his manly countenance was 
impreſs'd with a character, which had in 
Fits compoſition, all that can be conceived 
of fortitude, tenderneſs, reverence, and 
1 affection. He then knelt down, kiſſed 
3 each of her hands, and haſtily retired, ſay- 
ing to Mrs. Deacon, as he paſſed by her, 
The i is yet warm, do not ſuffer the body to 
be touched, till the appearances of death 
are more certain: I am going to my 


uncle, who will ſend you further directions. 


N- * i C H A P. 
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CHEF. ALL 


N his way from Groſvenor-Square, 
Colonel Fairfax looked at his watch, 

and found he might indulge himſelf with 
a ſhort viſit in Grafton-Street, before Lord 
Delborough could poſſibly reach his own 
houſe, at leaft, long enough to acquaint 
his ſiſter with the fatal accident that had 
ſo recently happened in their family, and 
the diſappointment to their future brilliant 
proſpects, with which it was likely to be 
attended. To any ſelfiſh ſorrow his noble 
ſoul was impenetrable, but the death ſtroke, 
ſuch 
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ſuch; an event muſt unavoidably give to 
all the fairy plans he had ſo long, and ſo 
ſanguinely been laying down for her eſta- 
bliſhment; to ſuch. a ſhock. as he. feared 
the intelligence he had to communicate, 
might occaſion this beloved ſiſter, his heart 
was vulnerable, and as he knocked at the 
door he almoſt trembled with apprehen- 
ſion, at being the meſſenger of tidings, 
which he had no doubt would ſenſibly afflict 
her; but though he had much more than 
a ſuperficial knowledge of her diſpoſition; 
he did not yet know half her excellencies; 
he had never ſeen her fortitude called into 
action; the ſtrength or weakneſs of her 
mind was yet untried, it hung in the ba- 
lance of ſuſpence; for no character can be 
accounted perfectly great, or decidedly 
amiable, that has not encountered diſap- 
pointments, and contended with misfor- 


tunes; we may not always conquer theſe 


enemies to human happineſs, but when 
we ſubmit to their bondage with patience 
and 
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and dignity, n chan con- 
querors. Laab 4 

Mrs. Edwin was gone to lye down, and 
Miss Fairfax ſtanding at the window anxi- 
ouſly expecting to ſee her brother; when 
he ſtood before her, his arms were extend 
ed, and ſhe flew into them with a warmth 
that nature approves, but faſhion has abſo- 
lutely diſcountenanced. As he preſſed to 
his heart the darling of its tendereſt emo- 
tions, the joy that brightened his features 
at the moment, ſoon gave place to a look 
ſo ſerious, ſo expreſſive, that it did not eſ- 
- cape her notice, and ſhe enquired into the 
occaſion of this too viſible ſadneſs ; an ex- 
planation followed her queſtion, and ſhe be- 
came acquainted. with the full extent of 
their KR 


| There is ſomething particularly awful in 
the ſound of death, to the young and happy, 
and Emely. turned pale when ſhe heard 
f | how 
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how very ſuddenly it had ſnatched from 


them a relation, to whoſe kindneſs they 
had ſo lately been bid to look up for pro- 

tection ; a favour intended was ever, in her 
eſtimation, a favor already conferred ; and 
though it was inconſiſtent with the gene- 
rous candour of her mind, to pretend a 
violence of ſorrow for a perſon, who had 
never been endeared to her, even by 
ſight, yet her diſſolution, and the manner 
of it, drew from her lovely eyes many a 


glittering gem, that did honor to her ſince- 
rity and ſenſibility. | 


It was now for the firſt time, that Mils 
Fairfax, to relieve her brother: from the 
diſtreſs he ſtruggled with on her account, 
dared to break through the injunctions 
ſo ſtrictly laid on her by Mrs, Edwin, and 
in diſcovering all the favors ſhe had re- 
ceived from that Lady, Sir James Edmonds 
and Mrs. Dormer, ſhe convinced him 
that ſhe was really in poſſeſſion of a com- 

VOL, IV. * petency, 
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petency, that was not beneath the preten- 
ſions of an Earl's deſcendant, and intreated 
him to uſe her fortune in every reſpect 
as if it was his own, this communication 
anſwered the end ſhe propoſed by making 
it the weight of more than a mountain, 
was removed from the breaſt of her 
brother, when he knew that a proviſion 
fo ample was ſecured to his dear Emely, 
as would for ever place her beyond the 
confines of neceſſity, and even on the 
borders of affluence. He fondly embraced, 
praiſed, and congratulated her, and at her 
own requeſt promiſed he would not be- 
tray to Mrs. Edwin that ſhe had tranſgreſſed 
her commands, by declaring the obligations 
ſhe owed to her bounty, as well, as to her 


tenderneſs. 


Every thing now bore a different aſpect 
to the elated ſpirits of Colonel Fairfax, 
than what they had done when he en- 


tered the houſe of Mrs. Edwin; he ſtaid 
with 
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with his ſiſter half an hour, the greateſt 
part of which time was dedicated to the 
wonderful chance that had introduced 
them to the notice of their uncle, and in 
talking over and over the fortunate ren- 
contre of the morning, which made 
Emely ſay to him, juſt as he was leaving 
her to go to St. James's-Square, the poets 
tell us fortune 1s blind, but I am ſure ſhe 
has hands, and that with one ſhe ſcatters 
roſes, with the other plants thorns ; there- 
fore, dear brother, let us fill our boſoms 
with the former, and paſs over the latter 
as lightly as we can, 


Before we proceed with the Anecdotes 
of the Delborough Family, having pre- 
ſuppoſed our modern readers will not- be 
diſpleaſed to be taken from the houſe of 
mourning, and conveyed to the houfe of 
feaſting, we ſhall ſet them down at a 
magnificent ſupper given that night by 
Lady Margaret Devero, to furniſh - out 
which, a greater ſum had been expended 

SS; than 
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than would have ſerved to maintain a 
dozen families from periſhing under the hard 
oripe of want and wretchedneſs, for more 
months than this ſelect and ſplendid com- 
pany dedicated minutes to the pleaſures 
of the table, not being ſo much the diſci- 
ples of Epicurus, as faithful and diligent 
in their attendance on the mighty Pharo, 
into whoſe ſervice they had entered four 
hours before the doors of the ſupper rooms 
| were thrown open. 


My Lord will you help me to an Or- 
tolan. Did you ever hear any thing ſo 
odd, ma'am, as the death of Lady Dorothy 
Petting? I declare, to all appearance, ſhe 
was as well laſt night as any of the party, 
and I remarked to my daughters, that 1 
never ſaw her play ſo deep before, or bet 
with ſo much ſpirit. 


I made exactly the ſame obſervations, 


indeed there was room for reformation, 
| for 
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for till very lately I have always conſidered 
her as mere lumber; one cannot but be 
ſorry that the poor woman was taken off 
juſt as ſhe was beginning to grow agree- 
able, but when people are neither uſeful 


or ornamental, their preſence may be 
diſpenſed with. xx 


And ſo Colonel Fairfax is her heir they 
ſay. | 


By no means, your Grace mult have 
been miſinformed. 


I beg your Ladyſhip's pardon, her 
Grace is perfectly in the right, I have 
particular reaſons for avering that ſhe has 
left him the whole of her immenſe for- 
tune; this was ſaid by Lady Selina Dangle, 
the other numerous ſpeakers we ſhall not 
diſtinguiſh, 


"2 Lord 
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Lord ma'am ! fure you muſt have heard 
that he had a violent quarrel with the old 
dowager this morning, that ſhe threw her 
will into the fire, and in her agitation 
burſt a blood veſſel, which occaſioned her 
death. | 


No, indeed, ſaid Lady Selina, I never 
keard it before, and am very much ſurpriſed 
how people who are poſſeſt of two ideas 
can ſwallow ſuch monſtrous falſehoods. 


So am I, and yet one ſhould wonder 
at nothing, ſuch ſtrange reports are every 
day made up and received as goſpel ; 
the way in which I heard the accident 
accounted for I think deſerves ſome credit, 
as being from a cauſe natural enough, her 
Ladyſhip was certainly going down ſtairs 
with a dog in each arm, the perſian cat 
lay in her way, ſhe ſtumbled over it, fell 
down from the top to the bottom, diſlo- 


cated her neck, and died on the ſpot. 
One 
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One does not know what to believe, to 
me it has been confidentially aſſerted that her 
Ladyſhip awakened very well this morn- 
ing, but on reading a monſtrous angry 
letter from her brother, upbraiding her. 
for the favors ſhe intended to beſtow on 
a relation he had thought proper to diſown; 
ſhe gave a great groan and expired, had 
ſhe lived half an hour longer ſne might 
have altered her will, but fortunately for 
the handſome Colonel there was no reſpite, 
and he now ſtands undoubted heir to her 
poſſeſſions. 


But what will Lord Delborough ſay to 
this, his ſon is a pretty young man and 
juſt going to be married. 


Oh, I ſuppoſe he will diſpute the will, 
enrich the lawyers and impoveriſh himſelf, 


Is it really true that Lord Haverville 
has at laſt ſettled his inclinations, this is 
C 4 | the 


32 'DELBOROUGH FAMILY. 


the ſixth time I think his approaching 
nuptials have been announced to the 
world. 


I ſhould be damn'd mad, ſays a ſprig 
of notoriety, diſtinguiſhed for his cropped 
curls and falling collar, if I was ſo near 
my fate as Haverville is to his; I ſpent 
a day with him in the country ſome weeks 
ago, and then his face was as gloomy as 
a malefactor's going to execution, I hard- 
ly ſuppoſe he can look much worſe when 
the deed is done, all the parties are now 
in town, and when a man's ſentence is 
ſigned, the ſooner he gets rid of it the 
better. | 


And are you ſo very ſure, aſked Lady 
Selina, with a look of archneſs and incre- 
dulity, that it will be a match, I think 
I would venture to make you a ſmall bet 
that it never takes place. 
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| I give your Ladyſhip the odds, and lay 
five hundred pounds to fifty that Lord 
Haverville does marry Miſs Beverly. 


But the time when. 


a As ſoon as you pleaſe, ſhall we fay 
before the King's birth ay. 


Agreed, cried this very ſpirited young 
lady of high rank and modern education, 
and the company preſent are our witneſſes. 


The company preſent not content with 
bearing teſtimony to the folly of others, 
choſe to become adventurers themſelves, 
and in a few moments, more than ten 
thouſand pounds were depending on the 
marriage or no marriage of Viſcount 
Haverville and Miſs Beverly ;. after which 
they all returned to the joys of Pharo with 
chat ſort of eager avidity ſhewn by children 

C when 
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when they are ſet down to play the harm- 
leſs game of beggar my neighbour. 


Lady Selina Dangle did not ſeparate 
from her ſiſter's company till five in the 
morning, and then came home with a 
light purſe and heavy heart. Great and 
Little figure had carried off her money, 
and the death of Lady Dorothy had in 
a great meaſure robbed her of the long 
cheriſhed hope that Colonel Fairfax would 
at her inſtigation, declare himſelf her 
lover; theſe were cauſes ſufficient it muſt 
be allowed, to depreſs her ſpirits, ſhe ſuf- 
fered her woman-to undreſs her, ſhe was 
impatient, pettiſh, languid and fatigued ; 
but no ſooner was her fair cheek reſted 
on her pillow, and the curtains drawn 
round her bed, but all her misfortunes 
vaniſhed, and gave way to the moſt en- 
chanting dreams; the dear Colonel was 
at her feet en Orandates, ſhe had broken 
off the marriage of Lord Haverville with 
Miſs 
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Miſs Beverly, received her bet of five 
hundred pounds, his Lordſhip had fallen 
in a duel of which ſhe had been the 
contriver, his father was retired to his 
anceſtors by another road, Colonel Fair- 
fax was at the head of his family, and her- 
ſelf Counteſs of Delborough ; ſuch were 
the morning viſions of her active mind, 
and ſo ſtrong the impreſſions they had 
left behind them when they took their 
flight at four in the afternoon, that ſhe 
reſolved in ſome reſpects to guide her 
conduct according to the pre-ſentiment 
with which they had inſpired her. 


Lady Selina Dangle was not a ſlave to 
thoſe gentle ſenſations which when united 
to common, prudence, may ſometimes 
deſerve the appellation of amiable. She 
would at no time ſacrifice her ambition 
to the gratification of an inferior attach- 
ment, ſhe would have beſtowed her fair 
hand on the heir of Lady Dorothy Pet- 

C6 ting's. 
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ting's fortune, if there had been even a 
diſtant chance of his ſucceeding to that 
rank, into which ſhe' ſhould - find no great 
difficulty to deſcend, yet was her pre- 
poſſeſſion for this new favorite, ſo much 
more ardent than any ſhe had ever before 
experienced, that it not only determined 
her to try her beſt ſkill to remove the 
preſent obſtacle, that of. Lord Haver- 
ville's marriage, which might place a dozen 
bars in the way of his couſin's ſucceſſion, 
but alſo to find'out .a method to put the 
Colonel in mind of his aunt's intentions, 
having no doubt from her own obſerva- 
tion, that there was ſome chance it would 
otherwiſe ſlip his memory, for ſhe could 
not but remark that with all his gallantry 
and | politeneſs, his. devours. to herſelf had 
never exceeded the bounds of that 
reſpect and general civility which will 
admit but of one conſtruction; the laſt 
part of her Ladyſhip's plan was firſt 

put in execution, and before ſhe quitted 
Wi her 
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her toilet the following paragraph was 
written, and copies difpatched, under blank 


covers, to all eee papers for 
inſer tio. 252 | 


* We bn Qultmel Fairfax, who is 
heir to the great fortune of his aunt Lady 
Dorothy Petting, has made propoſals of 
marriage to Lady Selina Dangle, the only 


unmarried daughter of his Grace the 


Duke of Angrave, which are honored 
by a moſt gracious acceptance; her Lady- 
ſhip was ſo much afflicted by the fatal 
accident of Lady D's death, that ſhe has 


continued greatly indiſpoſed from the 


time it was announced to her; we ſincere- 
ly hope her Ladyſhip's ſenſibility ill be 
rewarded, that Colonel Fairfax will ſpeedily 
lead her to the altar of hymen, wipe away 


the tears of ſorrow, and in their plaee plant 


the ſmiles of joy and happineſs.. 


* 


The | 
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The facility with which this little fineſſe 
was imagined, and the readineſs of its ex- 
ecution, may be looked upon as a pre- 
ſumptive proof that it was not her Lady- 
ſhip's firſt anonymous publication; but 
we may alſo venture to aſſert it was the 
firſt of her productions that had not a more 
uncharitable tendency than that of ſelf 
intereſt ; ſhe had too readily imbibed the 
lectures of Madame Villeroy, and too 
cloſely adapted her mirth-creating ſyſtem, 
that another's ſorrow is your own joy, not 
to profit by occaſions whenever they offer- 
ed in the large circle of her acquaintance, 
to realiſe the very ingenuous fable of the 
boy and frogs ; the obſervation is trite 
and common, we may fall under the laſh 
of criticiſm for having had recourſe to it; 
we plead in our defence, or rather in the 
defence of our judgment that the little 
animal's expreſſion at the end of the fable, 


is more ſuitable to the faſhion of the times, 
and 
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and to our own particular experience, 1 
than any other we could have ſelected to 
anſwer our purpoſe. 


CHAP. 
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1 


CHAP. XLIII. 


EFORE Lord Greendale had with- 

drawn himſelf quite a month, the 
Duke of Angrave's impatience became 
almoſt ungovernable. His private, but 
diligent, enquiries had been able to gain 
him no intelligence to what part of the 
Continent the Marquis had retired himſelf, 
or even if he was ſtill in exiſtence, and, 
for reaſons which we have mentioned in a 
former period of this hiſtory, his Grace 
buried the ſecret burthen of his ſorrows deep 
in his own boſom, whilſt Lady Selina, from. 
motives, if not as mercenary, yet equally 
ſelfiſh 
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ſelfiſh with his own, as carefully locked 
up her ſtolen knowledge of what was the 
real cauſe of her brother's abſence, always 
pretending to be fully ſatisfied with ſuch 
accounts of him, as his Grace thought 
proper to frame, with now and then ob- 
ſerving, how vaſtly odd it was that George 
did not write to her, declared he was a 
good for nothing boy, and, to carry on the 
farce, occaſionally delivered letters to her 
father, to be forwarded with his own to the 


Marquis. 


The Duke, whoſe conſtitution had for 
many years been on the decline, would at 
this criſis, to any body who was ac- 
quainted with the real ſituation of his mind, 
have been an object of much commiſera- 
tion; but Lady Sclina was a fine Lady, 
and of what comfort is a fine Lady to 
her father, brother, or huſband ? Let the 
relatives, of either deſcription, anſwer the 
queſtion to their own hearts, -We are 

not 
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not their confeſſors; it is enough if, on a 
ſtrict examination, they do not accuſe us 
of a falſhood. 


Lady Selina ſaw her father ſinking under 

a ſorrow, the pangs of which were ſharp- 
ened by concealment. There are certain 
ways and means by whith a grief like his 
might have been ſoftened, perhaps amuſed, 
without bringing it to the light, eſpecially 
when we know from what ſource it 1s de- 
rived. Lady Selina had made the diſco- 
very, but her curioſity once fatisfied, ſhe 
had no time, independent of her pleaſures, 
to throw away on the tender offices of con- 
ſolation, or a ſingle moment, in which ſhe 
was inclined to reflect what might have 
been the fate of her unfortunate brother, 
though his long abfence would have raiſed 
a thouſand alarming chimeras in any bo- 
fom, from whence all natural affection had 
not been divided by an impenetrable fence 
of di ſſipation 


Under 
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Unable any longer to exiſt under the 
burthen of his apprehenſions, and not 
daring to confeſs them to any part of his 
family, leaſt the fatal ſecret might be di- 
vulged, and at laſt reach the ears of Miſs 
Palmerſton and her guardians, the 
diſtrefſed Duke, in looking round him for 
a uſeful confidant, in whom he could re- 
poſe his fears for the ſafety of his ſon, and 
who he might ſend in ſearch of him, the 
agents he had hitherto employed being all 
unſucceſsful, his thoughts happened to 
glance on Jenkings as worthy to have 
thoſe honours conferred upon him, as well 
from the very great affection, with which 
he had ever been attached to his Lerd, 
as from a poſſibility that, though he was 
not permitted to attend him, he might be 
informed of his reſidence. What at firſt 
appeared poſſible, ſoon took the form of 
probable, and from probable pales into 
certainty. 

Jenkings, 
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» © Jenkings,” who; had moped about the 
houſe like the ghoſt of his former ſelf, 
ever ſince the departure of his Lord, tho' 
ſomewhat reconciled to the event by the 
frequent accounts he received of him 
through the means of Lady Selina's wo- 
man, obeyed a ſummons to attend the 
Duke in his cloſet, ſtrongly prepoſſeſſed 
with the expectation that he ſhould be told 
the Marquis was on his way to England, 
or that he ſhould be ordered to go to him 
wherever he might be. Under this ſuppoſi- 
tion his affectionate heart exulted, and his 


deſponding features wore an air of gladneſs. 


Shut the door, ſaid his Grace, and 
come nearer to me. The tone in which 
thoſe few words were pronounced, and the 
melancholy countenance of the Duke, 
- diſſipated all his better hopes, and he ap- 
proached, trembling and pale with appre- 
henſion. 


Tell 
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rell me, ſaid the Duke, with an impe- 
rious accent, and I command you to tell 
me the truth without prevarication. Do 
you know the place of my ſon's reſi- 
dence ? 4 


No, your Grace; but I hope to be 
honoured with your Grace's orders, that 


I may go to his Lordſhip, wherever he 
is. 


Are you, poſitively, not in his confi- 
dence on this occaſion? Are you not left 
to give him information? Have you not 
inſtructions to furniſh him with private in- 
telligence ? Mark what I fay, it is your 
ſentence, and I never will revoke it by 
diſcovering the place of my ſon's retreat. 
You fave him from deſtruction, and make 
me your friend; but by perſiſting to aſſiſt 
him in his concealments, you are the ene- 
my of his happineſs, and ſhall be the ob- 
ject of my vengeance. Whilſt he pro- 
nounced 
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nounced theſe words, from the beginning 
to the end of them, his eyes were ſternly 
fixed on the face of Jenkings, where he 
could trace no ſymptoms of guilt or confuſi- 
on; griefand ſurpriſe were its only expreſſion, 
He was about to anſwer, and with honeſt 
. aſſeverations, to remove the ſuſpicions- his 
Grace had entertained ; but was forbid to 
ſpeak, unleſs to make the confeſſion de- 
manded of him; where his Lord was 
gone? and what were the commands he had 
left with him before he went away ? 


Then, replied the poor fellow, in a voice 
broken, -but reſpectfully, I muſt baniſh 
myſelf from your Grace's preſence, and 
remain under your diſpleaſure; for, as 
heaven 1s my judge, I do not know where 
my Lord is, or the motive he has for 
abſenting himſelf. He bowed almoſt to 
the ground ; tears ran plentifully down 
his cheeks : God bleſs your Grace, cried 
he, I ſhall never forget ——, He could 


3 ſay 
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ſay no more, and was retreating towards 
the door. | | 


Return, ſaid the Duke, mildly ; you 
force me to believe that you know nothing 
of my ſon's motions, | 


Upon my ſoul I do not! my Lord Duke, 
| replied Jenkings, nearly ſuffocated by the 
force of his own energy, and ſinking under 
the horrors of his imagination for the fate 
of his Lord, as he could plainly difcover 
by the Duke's converſation, that his fa- 
mily were as much ſtrangers to it as him- 
ſelf: Then falling on his knees, he added, 
It your Grace would not have me expire 
with grief at your feet, command me to 
go in ſearch of the Marquis, and never 
will I ſee your Grace's face again, if I am 
not ſucceſsful in the execution of my com- 
miſſion. * 


The 
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The Duke condeſcended to bid him 
riſe, and afterwards graciouſly conſented 
to the prayer of his petition ; but not till 
he had laid him under the ſame injuncti- 
ons of profound ſecrecy, which had been 
adminiſtered to three other of his crea- 
tures, who were employed by him on the 
ſame ſervice. 


The Duke did not diſmiſs him till he 
had let him into the full poſſeſſion of his 
confidence. He ſhewed him Lord Green- 
dale's letter, which he had left behind 
him, and it was partly from the contents 
of it (he told Jenkings) that he ſuſpected 
him of being in his Lord's intelligence ; 
for that he had offered to return on cer- 
tain conditions, without ſaying where he 
might be found, if his conditions were 
complied with, which had made it occur 
to him, that Jenkings muſt be the. perſon 
who was left to ſend him information, and 
that, finding himſelf miſtaken, he was diſ- 

appointed, 


7 
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appointed, but not offended ; he went on 
to diſcover to him the long engagement 
that had ſubſiſted between his Lord and 
Miſs Palmerſton, omitting, in the relation 
of it, nothing but the ceremony that had 
paſſed between them when they were both 
infants, which tranſaction he ſuppoſed to 
reſt ih her family and his own, and made 
him comprehend of what infinite conſe- 
quence it was that Lord Greendale ſhould 
ſubmit to complete the alliance, hinting, 
at the ſame time, that, if it was impoſſible 
to bring his ſon to coincide, perhaps, in 
time, a method might be found, though it 
muſt be at his father's perſonal expence to 
remove the bar that now, from the ſtub- 
bornneſs of his own diſpoſition, oppoſed 
his return. The conference being, over, 
and this ambaſſador extraordinary diſpatch- 
ed with credentials at large, to bend his 
courſe whatever way he pleaſed, in purſuit, 
of the fugitive, nothing remains with us 
but to give a reaſonable explanation of the 

VOL, iv. D Duke's 
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Duke's incitement for placing ſo unre- 
ſerved a confidence in a man, who he 
knew to be the confidential ſervant of the 
Marquis, who from childhood had enjoyed 
a conſiderable ſhare in his affections, and 
who, he was aſſured, was inviolably faithful 
to his Lord's intereſt. 


It was from theſe conſiderations ſimply, 
that his Grace fixed on Jenkings for ne- 
gociator between his ſon and himſelf. He 
knew him to be a gentleman by birth, and 
a man of honour by principal; that the 
protection he had found in his family, and 
the care taken of his education in the early 
part of his life, would guarantee on the 
ſide of gratitude for the diligent, and ex- 
act diſcharge of his duty to both parties; 
and that the love he bore to his Lord 
would make him the moſt active of all 
that had yet been employed to find out 
the place of his concealment. 


We 
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We muſt alſo obſerve, that this laſt 
expedient was almoſt a forlorn hope, and 
though he prevented his feelings from be- 
ing diſcovered by others, to himſelf they 
were inſupportable. He doated on his 
ſon ; but did not know to how great a 
degree, till he found there was a poſſibility 
he might never ſee him more. He dread- 
ed the fatal effects of paſſions ſo ungo- 
vernable, and in the tumult of his appre- 
henſions, which ſometimes amounted to 
torture, he would have ſacrificed all he 
poſſeſſed in the world to have been aſcer- 
tained pe his lafety. 
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CHAP. XIII. 


OLONEL Fairfax having left Mrs. 
Edwin's houſe in Grafton-Street, 
with a much lighter heart than he entered 
it, went immediately to St. James's- 
Square, found his uncle had arrived there 


a few minutes before him, and had already, 


been informed of his ſiſter's death, by a 
ſervant in the family, of whom he enquired 
how ſhe did; he haſtened to Lord Delbo- 
rough's apartment, where ſat the old Peer, 
with his foot reſted on a ſtool. 


A 


Ah, 
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Ah! Charles, ſaid he, ſhaking his head, 
you came too late I find; I am ſorry for 
poor Dorothy, but the ſtroke that has 
levelled her, muſt ſoon reach me; my 
claim is even prior to her's, as in our ages, 


I have ſix years the advantage of her. 


This reference to his own advanced 
time of life, made his nephew particularly 
cautious, and when he fpoke of the me- 
lancholy event, he mixed with the ſubject as 
little of the pathetic as the nature of it 
would admit. Lord Delborough requeſt- 
ed he would take upon himſelf to make the 
neceſſary orders for her funeral, and that if 
ſhe had given any directions regarding her 
interment, they might be comphed with, 
adding, you ſee Charles, I am conſidering 
myſelf as her heir at law, though no doubt 
ſhe has taken care to provide one of her 
own appointing, to whom I ſhall moſt 
contentedly reſign all my pretenſions. 


D 3 Thus 
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Thus called upon, our Colonel, whoſe 
foul was the ſeal of honeſty and candour, 
repeated to his Lordſhip all that Mrs. 
Deacon. had tald him, and concluded with 
ſaying, the memory of his aunt would ever 
be as much reverenced by him, as if her 
deſigns in his favour had been carried into 
execution ; that he had the comfort of 
being aſſured, his ſiſter, through the boun- 
ty of her friends, enjoyed an ample provi- 
fon, and on his own account he had no- 
thing to regret, as he ſhould always con- 
ſider himſelf both rich and happy, in the 
honor of his Lordſhip's friendſhip and 
protection. 


Lord Delborough looked at him for a 
minute, without ſpeaking, and then ſaid, 
you are a ſtrange fellow, and have more 
philoſophy than 1 know how to pardon in 
a young man, a man of faſhion, a man of 
the world, whoſe aim ſhould be pleaſure, [ 
and his purſuit riches. I am ſorry for you 
Charles; 


—— 
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Charles ; however, we will ſee what is to 
be done in your profeſſional line, ſince 
fortune has played you this jade's trick. 
Dorothy's money is worth having; a 
hundred thouſand pounds was her's to 
bequeath ; from my ſoul I wiſh ſhe had 
teft every ſhilling of it to you, it would 
have pleaſed me better, but now that the 
burden of it is fallen on my ſhoulders, you 
muſt aſſiſt in getting me through the 
troubleſome buſineſs. 


The Colonel's reply was ſuch as might 
have been expected from a diſintereſted 
man, who thought himſelf more than re- 
paid for the diſappointment in his fortunes, 


by the acquiſition of a relation, whoſe firſt 


reception of him had been fo ſtrongly 
marked by approbation and kindneſs. 


The Earl continued to requeſt he would 
give inſtructions reſpecting the neceſſary 
orders, and impowered him with a full 
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commiſſion to execute the whole tranfac- 
tion, if, ſaid he, you find ſhe has left no 
verbal directions how her body is to be 
diſpoſed of. Send her attorney to me 
with the will that was not executed, and I 
will examine it, as well as that in which 
fhe makes. me her heir, and if I find any 
particular directions in eicher of them, you 
Mall be informed what they are; you may 
bid the lawyer come to me as ſoon as he 
can ; then go and dine with my cottage 
acquaintances, and tell Mrs, Edwin I ſhall 
expect a viſit from her to-morrow. I 
mult ſee you this evening at nine, and bring 
Emely with you, for I will have no other 
doctor than herſelf; I have ſent to Haver- 
ville, and ſuppoſe he will be here as ſoon 
as his love will let him. 


Colonel Fairfax had taken leave, and 
was juſt going out of the room, when, one 
of the Farl's ſervants entered, with the re- 


turn of the meflage on which he had been 
ſent; 


i ce 


ce 
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ſent ; it was Sir James and Lady Archer's 


compliments, that they did not know where 


Lord Haverville was, as his Lordſhip had 
left their carriage, and mounted his horſe 
ſix miles from London, but had told them 
he ſhould be in town thet evening. Lord 
Delborough did not look pleaſed ; his ne- 
phew aſked if he had any farther commands 
to honor him with? he ſaid no, and they 


_ ſeparated. 


After the Colonel had been in Grofve- 
nor- Square, and left his orders with Mrs. 
Deacon, he returned to Grafton-Street, 


Where he found the ladies juſt ſetting down. 


to dinner, to the comforts of which ſocial 
meal, his unexpected preſence was the moft 
dehghtful acquiſition they could have re- 
ceived ; the pale cheeks of Mrs. Edwin 
were enlivened with a glow of ſatisfaction, 
as he took his ſeat by her, and envy's own 
pencil could not have traced on thoſe of 

the beautiſul Emely, nor on the manly 
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countenance of her amiable brother, the 
outlines of mortification, chagrin, or dif- 
appointment; their minds were tuned to 
harmony, though not to mirth; the caſual- 
ties of the day would not admit of lively 
ideas, but ſerenity and decent chearfulneſs 
pervaded their hearts, and mingled in 
their converſation, whick as long as the 
ſervants remained in the room, turned on 
general topicks; and even after they were 
gone, it continued nearly in the ſame 
channel, till Miſs Fairfax went up ſtairs 
to make ſome little alteration in her dreſs, 
preparetory to the viſit ſhe was to pay her 
uncle that evening, in St. James's-Square;; 
when Mrs, Edwin being left alone with 
the Colonel, ſhe ventured to aſk him when 
he had heard from his friend Doctor Har- 
vey ? four days ago, he replied, I had the 
ſatisfaction f receiving a very long letter 


— 
22 
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And how—ſhe ſtopt—will you allow: 

me to ſee it, if it contains no ſecret — or 
perhaps it may be better my curioſity 
ſhould not be gratified. , | 


My dear madam, I would give it to 
you this moment, if I had it about me, 
but when I changed my coat to day, I 
forgot to remove - my papers from one 
pocket to the other ; to-morrow you ſhall 
certainly have it before you breakfaſt ; the 
only ſecret it will reveal to you is, that I 
am a poor forſaken fellow; I made but 
one conquelt in my tour to the continent,. 
ſhe has left me to my fate, and beſtowed' 
her fair hand upon one of her own coun- 
trymen, who I hope will know the value 
of the prize he poſſeſſes, 


May I gueſs if this lady be not Made- 
moiſelle St. Mearia, daughter of the Mar- 
quis d'Stenville. | 


Ds Ida 
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I dare not deny the fact, but pray my 
charming propheteſs, how came you to 
know there was ſuch a Mademoiſelle in 
the world; has our friend been relating to 
you my wonderful adventures. 


No, upon my word, I never heard the 
Doctor ſpeak of them, nor do I think he 
could have ſat them out to half the advant- 
age which your faithful Thomas did to 
Emely and myſelf, when you laſt did me 
the honor to ſpend a few days at Edwin- 
Place; the recollection of what had paſ- 
ſed in her own heart at that era of time, 
called a bluſn into her cheeks, and a ſigh 
from her boſom. 


The beginning of this intereſting con- 
verſation was a forced battery, behind 
which was concealed, by both parties, 
deſigns that were not permitted to ap- 
Fear ; he wiſhed to know how at preſent 
Mr. Harvey ſtood in her affections, but 

was 


_ 
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was awed into ſilence by the fear of giving 
pain, if he ſhould renew the ſubject that 
had already coſt her ſuch abundant an- 
guiſh ; and ſhe, from the delicacy of her 
ſituation, though ſuffering under the tor- 
tures of anxiety; though her ſoul was 
burſting with this little expreſſion, © how is 
poor Henry,“ her faltering tongue could 
not articulate the queſtion, or her impa- 
tience get the victory over her timidity. 


Colonel Fairfax had critically obſerved 
every varying tone of her voice, and the 
molt minute change in her intelligent face, 
and muſt have wanted penetration, if he 
had not, in the courſe of the few minutes. 
they had paſſed in almoſt unmeaning chit 
chat, diſcovered the real fituation of her - 
thoughts, and when convinced, he ſhould 
neither grieve or offend her ; he forgot 
his former caution, in the ſupport of her 
delicacy, in the * of her 
wiſhes. 


I have 
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I have promiſed, ſaid he, to put into 
your hands to-morrow morning, the laſt 
letter I got from Doctor Harvey, but on 
recollection, I wiſh you would grant me a 
diſpenſation for the performance of it. 


No, not if I was the Pope himſelf, re- 
plied Mrs. Edwin, enlivened by his re- 
verting to the ſubject ſhe had greatly fear- 
ed he would not again return to, and yet, 
continued ſhe, I ought not to be unreaſon- 
able, therefore, if you have any good cauſe 
why I ſhould not be truſted with it, I am 
ſtill open to conviction. | 


I fear only for myſelf. 
What can you fear? 


That you will not pardon my effrontery 
for preſuming to make you the confidant 
of a correſpondence, which has for its 
| oh 
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principal ſubject, and its greateſt ornament, 
the honoured and beloved name of Edwin. 


Ah, Colonel Fairfax ! how kind, yet. 
how cruel, and am I really the ſubject of 
Doctor Harvey's letter, and are you afraid. 
to truſt me with the ſight of it; to you, to 
him, and to his ſon, I have expoſed my 
weakneſs, but he is too good, too juſt, to 
treat me harſhly, or with contempt, for - 
an involuntary error; hear me out, for he 
was going to interrupt her. I have now 
ſummoned courage to ſpeak, and you muſt 
give me your patient attention; he raiſed. 
her hand reſpectfully to his lips, in token 
of obedience, and ſhe proceeded. 


The honor you do me in permitting; 
your ſiſter to remain under my protection, 
to call me her friend, to adminiſter the 
kind offices of friendſhip, and chear my 
melancholy hours, are conſiderations that 
have, ſince the firſt inſtance in which I was 

ts leſs 
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leſs guarded, always deterred me from-ex- 
poſing to her the folly, not to call it indiſ- 
cretion, of my conduct. I am ſenſible what 
a very different example you had a right to- 
demand, and ſhe reaſon to expect, from me, 
if ſhe has penetrated into all my weakneſs, 
ſhe will at leaft perceive, that I do not 
glory in it, by the care with which I have, 
and ſhall fill continue to hide it from her 
obſervation ; but theſe are motives to 
ſilence, that exift only in her preſence ; it 
is not that I am aſhamed to confeſs a pre- 
ference, where I have for ever placed it, 
and the exiſtence of which, may be almoſt 
dated from my own, but I am conſcious, 
that however partially I may account to 
my ſelfiſh heart for the ſtrength of its feel- 
ings at my time of life, from others I muſt 
not hope for the ſame indulgence ; the very 
idea of a woman of thirty-four ſinking, 
under the diſappointment of an unfortunate 
attachment, when expoſed to the canvaſs 
of diſintereſted ſpeculators, muſt carry 

with 
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with it I know not what of abſurd and ri- 
diculous. You knew the ſtate of my 
mind, from you I could not conceal it, 
accident firſt diſcovered it, or I ſhould not 
have made you the confident of my errors, 
then poor Henry's reference to you, for that 
tale of woe ! that horrid, horrid explanation 
'The tears which had been long gathering 
in her eyes, guſhed from them in torrents, 
as ſhe pronounced the laſt words, which 
were hardly intelligible, and left the fen- 
tence unfiniſhed, 


Dear Mrs. Edwin, this is too much 
upon my ſoul, I cannot bear it ! he ſtarted 
from his chair, poured out a glaſs of water, 
and conveyed it to her lips, ſhe ſwallowed 
ſome of it, recovered her voice, begged 
his pardon, and was going to reſume the 
humiliating ſubject of ſelf- crimination, when 
he ſtopped her, by ſaying, with energy, 
this is the only topick on which I never 
again will conſent to hear you expatiate; 

I ſware 
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I ſware by all that is ſacred and dear to 
me! that had my ſiſter met with your 
trials, and ſupported them as you have 
done, in my ſentiments for her, I ſhould 
have added reverence to affection, and 
whilſt I gloried in her prudence, I ſhould 
have adored her ſenſibility ! 


There was a pathetic earneſtneſs in the 
voice, the look, the manner of Colonel 
Fairfax, that left Mrs, Edwin no room to- 
doubt he had ſpoken the ſentiments of his 
heart's beſt judgment, and not the language 
of accommodation ; ſhe was flattered, con- 
ſoled, and almoſt reconciled to every part 
of her former conduct; ſhe withdrew the 
handkerchief irom her eyes, they were ex- 
preſſive of peace newly acquired, and 
fraught with gratitude ; ſhe modeſtly di- 
rected them towards the friend who had. 
reſtored that fugitive companion to her 
boſom. 


How 
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How good you are, ſaid ſhe, extending 
her hand to him acroſs the table, I wiſh, 
and therefore will believe, you do not mean 
to make my peace at the expence of your 
own veracity; now tell me where the 
doctor is? how he does? and if there may 
yet be hope—ſhe again faltered in her 
ſpeech, but not till he had caught the full 
extent of all her fluttering heart would 
have demanded, and he replied with viva- 
city, every thing, my divine friend! is to be 
hoped for, every thing may be expected 
that would make you happy ! Miſs Fair- 
fax entered the room at this moment, and 
the converſation ceaſed. | 


You have been very expeditious, my 
dear, faid Mrs. Edwin, who perhaps would 
rather, at this particular criſis, that the bu- 
ſineſs of her toilet * detained her a * 
"0 


Conſider, 
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Conſider, returned Emely, what were 
my inducements for being expeditious, and 
you will find I have no merit on that 
ſcore, unleſs you can prove that a mirror 
reflecting only my own figure, has in it 
more attractions than my preſent fituation. 
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Her mild, love-exprefling, and love- 
creating eyes, which were of the lighteſt 
hazle, beamed upon her protectreſs and 
her brother, with more than common 
brightneſs, as ſhe paid them this ſhort 
tribute of artleſs preference; they were 
both pleaſed, but it was more than pleaſure 
that animated the Colonels looks, as he 
fondly ſurveyed the faſcinating ſpeaker, 
they proudly triumphed in his ſiſter, and 
ſpoke. the very ſaul of approbation. 


Emely when ſhe ſat down at her toilet 
to prepare for her viſit to Lord Delbo- 
rough, thought of nothing fo much as how 


ſhe ſhould aſſimulate the decency of her 
appearance 
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appearance to the circumſtances his Lord - 
ſhip and the family, into which ſhe had 
ſo lately been received, where ſituated, by 
the recent dezth of Lady Dorothy Petting: 
thatinnate delicacy which not only governed 
her actions, but directed her taſte in all 
things, was conſulted .on the occaſion, 
and the muſlin robe it dictated, pure as 
her heart and white as her tranſparent 
{kin, was not even contraſted by a ribbon 
or a gem, no colour was to be ſeen in her 
whole compoſition, except on her cheeks, 
which unhke modern complexions, could 
not be lowered down or heightened at 
the wearer's pleafure ; they wore nature's 
own tofes, and ſhe had guarded them 
with health, peace, and innocence. 


Mrs. Edwin had given orders that her 
chairmen ſhould be in the way to attend 
Miſs Fairfax at nine, but as it wanted 
half an hour to that time when ſhe came 
down ſtairs, the Colonel entertained them 

3 moſt 
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moſt agreeably with his adventures ſince 
he had been in London; and in that ſhort 
ſpace made them as well acquainted with 
the polite circles, as if they had already 
the honor of being initiated into all their 
myſteries and privileges. 


Emely liſtened to her brother with a 
delighted countenance, yet we muſt ob- 
ſerve that her face was not inflamed with 
expectation, nor did her eyes flaſh light- 
ping at the thought how ſoon her name 
would be inrolled on the liſt of faſhion, 
the charming compoſure of- her features 
had ſuffered no derangement, they were 
improved by the ſweeteſt ſmile in the 
world, it was a ſmile of more than com- 
placency, but had nothing to do with the 
repreſentation of ſcenes her ſteady diſpo- 
fition was not to be moved by, it belonged 
only to the elegant narrator of them. 
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J have been thinking, ſaid ſhe, there 
muſt be a great deal more of fatigue than 
ſatisfaction in that ſort of life you have 
been deſcnbing ? 


You are a ſtrange girl, he replied, but 
I know who I have to thank for your 
obſolete opinions, caſting a glance of 
gratitude on Mrs. Edwin, who affured 
him that only Providence and Emely were 
anſwerable for her deficiency in taſte, of 
which ſhe had certainly given them a ſtrong 
preſumptive proof. 


Well, faid he, having no hopes of a 
reformation in her ſentiments, I muſt even 
let her go on by your example, and I 
ſhall not do any great violence to my 
judgment in leaving her entirely under 
your tuition, whilſt I croſs the channel 
to look in on ſome of my friends who 
are on the other ſide — the ladies both 
appeared ſurpriſed, Mrs. Edwin coloured 

8 and 
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and aſked him if his deſign of going on 
the Continent was not of a very late date, 
the word very was ſo emphatically pro- 
nounced, that he perfectly comprehended 
its meaning, and replied with a negligence 


that quieted her ſuſpicions. My plan is 


not a ſudden one, I have long had it in 


contemplation, and I have already given 
my friends reaſon to expect me; Miſs 
Fairfax enquired how long it would be 
before he left them ? and when he thought 
he ſhould return ? he told her as ſoon as 
the funeral of his aunt was over, and that 
ſhe would probably ſee him again by the 
time ſhe had been received at court, danced 
at a ball, and made a conqueſt ; ſo ſaying, 
he preſented his hand, led her to her 
chair, and followed her in his chariot to 


St. James's-Square. 


Lord Delborough after his nephew 
had parted from him, ſettled ſome buſineſs 
relative to his intereſt, when finding his 

Þ ſpirits 
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fpirits harraſſed, his body fatigued; and 
his hurt ancle not quite free from Pain, 
he got himſelf put to bed, but would not 
have the dreſſing taken from his leg till 
Emely was by to ſee that it was properly 
renewed, giving directions for all the 
neceſſary ingredients to be got ready, and 
that his nephew and niece ſhould be con- 
ducted to his chamber as ſoon as they 
came. | 


Miſs Fairfax had already made ſuch a 
progreſs in his affection, that he received 
her with parental fondneſs ; his kindneſs 
for the Colonel had ſuffered no abate- 
ment, he loved and approved him as man, 
and man love and approve each other; ;, 
but there was in his feelings for Emely 
ſomething ſtill more intereſting. Charles, 
ſaid he, you will be an honor to your 
family, and this dear child its faireſt or- 
nament; ſhe was at that moment kneeling 
at the ſide of his bed, employed in the 

VOL. IV, E tender 
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tender offices of duty; ſhe had drawn 
aſide the bandage, and was applying the 
fomentation which had been preſcribed 
by the cottager, for he was obſtinately 
determined no other ſhould be uſed; her 
anxious ſolicitude to give him eaſe, the 
gentleneſs of her. touch, the ſweetneſs of 
her voice, the ſenſibility of her counte- 
nance, the modeſt dignity of her manners, 
but above all, the artleſs warmth and unre- 
ſtrained affection with which ſhe met 
and returned his careſſes, made him regard 
her as ſomething more than mortal, and 
from that hour to the lateſt of his long 
life, ſhe had no rival* in his heart, except 
the intended wife of his fon, who by ſimilar 
attractions had taken poſſeſſion of it long 


before. 


If there is one ſituation in which a 
beautiful young woman can diſtinguiſn 
herſelf to more advantage than another. 


it is in the performance of a kind, a be- 
ne volent 
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nevotent or a merciful action, it is then 
that the body is ſomething more than a. 
mere periſhable machine, and claims an 
alliance with the ſoul, by which it is illu- 
minated; it is then that it may be ſaid 
heaven and earth are combined to render 
the ſex irreſiſtibly charming; and ſuch 
was the exact ſituation in which Emely 
was ſurpriſed by the unexpected appear- 
ance of Lord Haverville, who entered his 
father's chamber without ceremony, juſt 
as ſhe had finiſhed her office of humanity, 
but before ſne had time to riſe from the 
humble poſture to which in the courſe 
of its operation ſhe had gracefully. ſub- 
mitted, by a few ſteps almoſt as quick 
as the tranſitions that marked his wavering 
diſpoſition ; he was in time to offer her 


E 2 


his hand, and whilſt he had the ſupreme 


felicity of aſſiſting her, he faid to Lord 
Delborough, my heart tells me I am 
related to this lovely creature, am 1 
my Lord to credit its aſſertion, 


Why, 
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Why, for once, William, it has not 


deceived you, but its intelligence in gene- 


ral is ſo erroneous that I caution you 
againſt believing it on other leſs certain 


occaſions ; in my nephew and niece Fair- 


fax, I preſent; you a brother and ſiſter, 
who I command you to love with fraternal 
affection. 


It is a command of mercy, replied the 
Viſcount, and my obedience ſhall prove 
with how much fervor I embrace it; he 


| then turned to Emely, reſpectfully ſaluted 


her check, and aſterwards preſented his 
hand to her brother, with a warmth and 
grace that did him honor; the trio of 
coufins' were ſo well pleaſed with each 
other, and the Earl ſo ſatisfied with them 
all; that it was late before they ſeparated. 


Lord Haverville informed them that 
having left: his party to call on a friend 
9 „ he ſtaid 

dinner, 
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dinner, on coming back he had called at 
Sir James Archer's, intending to paſs the 
remainder of the evening there ; but being 
told by the family of. Lady Dorothy's 
death, his father's accident, and the recon- 
ciliation that had taken place, he made 
his excuſes to the ladies, and came im- 
mediately to St. James's Square, where 
he was told by the Porter, that Colonel 
and Miſs Fairfax were then with his Lord- 
| ſhip, and his impatience to embrace them 
had brought him to their preſence un- 
announced. 


Lord Delborough declared the ſight 
of his children, together with their con- 
verſation, had ated as a reſtorative both 
on his ſtrength and ſpirits, for which rea- 
fon he would not part with them till he 
felt himſelf inclined to ſleep : he ordered 
a chicken and ſome tarts to be brought 
to his bed-ſide: You ſhall ſup with ine, 
ſaid he, for we cannot too ſoon begin to 
E 3 accuſtom 
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accuſtom ourſelves to the ſociety of each 
other; it will not be decent to mix with 
the world for ſome time, we muſt there- 
fore form a little world of our own, and 
when te-morrow our party is reinforced 
by Mrs. Edwin, Sir James and Lady 
Archer, with my fecond Emely, your 
dear Louiſa, William, our domeſtic cir- 
cle will make no contemptible ſigure, 


Lord Haverville whoſe eyes and whole 
attention had been engaged in expreſſing 
to his fair relation how much he exulted 
in her acquiſition to his family, now drew 
them from her face, but not without the 
addition of ſome colour to his own, which 
from nature was of a pale and languid 
hue; he ſuddenly caſt them down, ſighed 
deeply, and replied to his father's obſer- 
vation, that his preſent happineſs could 
know no addition. 


When 
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When they bid their uncle a good night, 
he embraced Emely, and told his nephew 
he ſhould' expect them all at dinner the 
next day; adding, that he would not have 
him go out in the morning, as he had 
ordered Berresford, his lawyer, to attend him 
in Dover- Street ſome part of the forenoon, 
with papers and directions relative to Lady 
Dorothy's affairs: he promiſed to wait 
at home, and having received his orders 
to execute them with exactneſs, Lord 
Haverville led his couſin to her brother's 
carriage, . kiſſed her hand, after ſhe was 
ſeated in it, returned to the houſe, went 
to bed, and dreamt of her the whole night. 


E 4 CHAP. 
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Edwin's, that the Colonel fat his 
filter down, and went on to Dover Street 
without alighting, leaving her to give her 
friend the beſt account ſhe could of their 
viſit, and promiſed to be with them again 
as ſoon as he had ſeen and diſmiſſed his 
uncle's man of buſineſs. He found Thomas 
waiting his return, with a countenance 
compoſed of joy and grief in the extreme. 
Both theſe ſenſations had ariſen from two 
viſits, which he had paid in the courſe of 

the 
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the evening; one, as he told his Maſter, 
to Madam Edwin, whoſe goodneſs to 
him, and the accounts ſhe had given 
concerning Miſs Emely, made his old 
heart dance with gladneſs ; but, howſom- 
ever, he had afterwards been to call on 
his old friend, Mrs. Deacon, who had. 
given him ſome woeful intelligence that 
had (he muſt ſay) very much fluſtrated 
him. 


The Colonel condeſcended to appeaſe 
his diſcontent, by turning his thoughts 
from the diſappointment of his aunt's will, 
to the unexpected good fortune of being, 
received and acknowledged by his uncle, 
and the good old man retired to reſt, 
comforted, if not happy. 


The next morning, before he had finiſh - 
ed his breakfaſt, Colonel Fairfax had the 
honour of a viſit from Lord Haverville, 
who again expreſſed, and with increaſed 

E 5 warmth, 
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warmth, his extreme fatisfaction at the 
family union. He ſpoke in a ſtrain of 
rapture of Emely, and robbed all the poets, 
ancient and. modern, ſacred and profane, 
to find. a deſcription worthy of his ſubject. 


Cleopatra wanted that chaſte ſcrenity of 
countenance, which, like a tranſparent 
veil, ſhaded the animated features of his 
beautiful couſin. Helen had not ſuch a 
mixture of modeſty, ſenſe, and gentleneſs 
in her eyes, thongh the brightneſs of 
them had occaſioned a ten years ſiege. 
Juno would. not dare to unglove in her 
preſence. Eve herſelf muſt have been 
deficient in a thouſand of her graces, and 
ar-laſt he fixed on Thomſon's Lavinia, 
and repeated the lines deſcriptive of that 
innocent beauty, in tones ſo impreſſive, 
that the Colonel laughed immoderately at 
his flight, and put him in mind of Miſs 
Beverly, who, he declared, was, in his 
opinion, formed to diſpute the palm of 

| | beauty, 


£ — 2 þ < C ? < : 2 
ad. ww —— — —— — ——_ -— —_ - — 


DELBOROUGH FAMILY. ' 83 


beauty, not only with his ſiſter, but with 
every Goddeſs in the Pantheon, and every 
woman in the kingdom 


We were not ſpeaking of Miſs Beverly, 
replied the Viſcount, a little diſconcerted : 
I am glad, however, ſhe meets with your 
approbation. Pray, how long . Fur 
been acquauited with her ? 


| TI have not yet the honour of being 
known. to her. I have only ſeen her by 
accident, but hope to owe the favour of. 
my introduction to your. Lordſhip. 


Certainly, and as ſhe 1s to dine with us 
at my father's to day, I ſhall foon have 
it in my power to ſhew you with what: 
readineſs I ſhall lay hold, on every occa- 
fon, to give you pleaſure ;. in the mean 
time, will you go with me this moment, 
and preſent me to Mrs. Edwin, that I- 


may have an opportunity. of aſking my 
h E 6 charming; 


. 
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charming couſin how ſhe does after her 
late evening ? ; 


Colonel Fairfax made his excuſes for not 
being able to attend him, and referred 
him to the command he had himſelf heard 
Lord Delborough give him at parting, not 
to leave the houſe till the lawyer had been 
with him, adding,, that his Lordſhip want- 
ed no introduction to his ſiſter, who would 
herſelf have the honour of preſenting him 
to Mrs. Edwin, and with this permiſſion 
Lord Haverville took himſelf off immedi- 
ately, ſo impatient was he to pay his de- 
voirs to his new found relation. 


The Colonel, being alone, and finding 
his thoughts inclined to bend themſelves 
towards an object, which his honour forbid 
him to contemplate too nearly, he uſed 
ſome violence to force them into another 
channel. He tried to think of his fiſter, 
of the Harveys, of Mrs, Edwin, in * 

| 0 
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of every thing, and every body but Miſs 
Beverly, the handkerchief that ſhaded her 
face, and the infant that reſted on her bo- 


ſom. 


In this conqueſt over himſelf, the 
ſtrongeſt auxiliary he could call to his aid, 
was the gratitude for which he ſtood in- 
debted to the maternal tenderneſs of Mrs. 
Edwin, who had ſo long, and ſo carefully 
foſtered his orphan ſiſter. He could not 
but perceive on what a precarious balance 
all her future felicity depended, and how 
to make it turn in her favour was amongſt 
the moſt ſerious of his conſiderations ; he 
would have been aſſiſtant to the happineſs 
of any human being who had ſtood in need 
of his aſſiſtance; could he then bear to ſee 
the perſon, who had beſtowed it on his 
family with ſo liberal a hand, waſting her 
beſt days in miſery, and pining under a 
diſappointment, which it may be in his 
power to remove ; ſhould he not exert all 
8 his 
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his influence to perſuade the ſon of his beſt 
friend not to reject a bleſſing which Pro- 
vidence held out to his acceptance as the 
reward of his penitence ? Such omiſſions 
would have been incompatible with the 
generoſity of his ſoul, or the warmth of 
his humanity. Had he wanted any additional 
motive to bring about a union ſo appa- 
rently for the happineſs of all parties, he 
would have found it in the very idea which 
a thouſand others might have given to 
themſelves, why Mrs. Edwin ſhould not 
be perſuaded into a ſecond engagement; 
but ſuch a ſuggeſtion would have had its. 
root in avarice, and could find no ſoil in 
a diſpoſition ſo truly diſintereſted as the 
Colonel's. The converſation: he had the 


evening before held with Mrs. Edwin on- 


the ſubject of her attachment, determined: 
him, with his firſt leiſure, to join Doctor 
Harvey and his ſon at Dejon; and we 
will not ſuppoſe our readers poſſeſſed of 
ſo little penetration, as not to have diſco- 

vered. 
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vered his good- natured intentions in pro- 
poſing it, without our helping to * | 
them. ; 


He remembered the promiſe he had 
made Mrs. Edwin to let her ſee Doctor 
Harvey's laſt letter, and on giving it a 
ſecond perufal before he carried it to her, 
he thought he could diſcover in the con- 
tents a glimmering light that might in future 
be made to ſhine with brightneſs upon the 
gloomy fate of the conſtant, but unfor- 
tunate lovers. Nothing is more true 
than the very common obſervation, which 
is or may be made every day, that ardently 
to wiſh the conſummation of any event 1s 
one half of the way to its attainment ; 
we ſhall not, however, altogether place the 
confidence of our readers on the fanguine 
hopes. of Colonel Fairfax ; but laying the 
letter open for their inſpection, leave them 
to the guidance of their own unbiaſſed 
judgment to decide, whether it was calcu- 
| lated 
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lated to give greater pain or pleaſure to the 
perſon moſt intereſted in the intereſting, 
contents. 


LETTER. 


Dejon, January 30. 
My dear Sir, 


I wrote you a few haſty lines from Ca- 
lais, but forbore to tell you the deſpair 
in which they were written, as it has ever 
been my rule, through the ſad pilgrimage 
of my life, never to load my friend with 
forrows, when his bearing a part in them 
will only mcommode him, and not leſſen 
my own burthen. Of my joys I am more 
prodigal, and ſhould hardly think any cir- 
cumſtance that could happen to me de- 
ſerved the name of good fortune, till it was 
ſhared with thoſe who are intereſted in my 
welfare, I have but one object in this 
3 | world 
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world on whom my miſery or happineſs 
can now depend! Henry was dying at 
Calais, and I was miſerable. He is reco- 
vering at Dejon, and I am comparatively - 
happy. His phyſicians flatter me his 
complaints have no tendency to a decline, 
and that I may expect his ſhattered conſti- 
tution will be reſtored. It is an effort of 
Divine mercy, and I receive it moſt thank- 
fully. Could the health of his mind, as 
well as that of his body, be re-eſtabliſhed, 
my content would be too abundant ; but 
that is a blefling far beyond the reach of 
my hopes, and I have reaſon to ſuppoſe, 
that, as long as we both live, we ſhall 
remain felf-bamiſhed men, far removed 
from our friends, and from our country, 
The beloved name of Edwin has never 
once eſcaped from his guarded lips ſince 
we {left the neigbourhood of that in- 
eſtimable woman; but often do I ſee it 
quavering on them by the livid hue 
they aſſume, by the agitation of their 

| motion, 
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motion, by a torrent of ſighs'that breaks the 
bounds of their priſon, and by the ſcalding 


tears that are drawn from the ſource of 


bitter recolleftion. Why did ſhe diſtin- 


guiſh him by her goodneſs ! or why is he 
not leſs obſtinate to a principle, in the per- 
ſeverence of which he will inevitably 
loſe his own peace. I cannot ſpeak, 
becauſe I dare not condemn ! Could 
I ſuffer for him, the pangs with which 
he is tortured, I would glory in them, 
and leave him maſter of his actions; but 
when I ſee him the victim of hopelefs 
affection, and unconquerable deſpair, for 
his own fake I wiſh his notions of honour 
were leſs rigid, and his condemnation 
foftened, by granting to his own errors ſo 
nobly cancelled, the ſame indulgence he 
would have ſhewn to any but himſelf, 
whoſe ſituation had been ſimilar to his. 
To you, I will ſpeak, not as a ph- 
loſopher, but as a father, whoſe heart 

| 15 
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is racked with ſuſpenſe for the fate of 
a ſon, endeared doubly to my affecti- 
ons, as well on account of his paſt miſ- 
fortunes as his preſent rectitude. depend 
on your friendſhip for the conſolation of 
knowing how you all do, and as many of 
your movements as you have leiſure to en- 
tertain us with. I muſt not omit to tell 
you that Mademoiſelle St. Mearia is mar- 


Tried to the Duke de Guillion, and that ſhe 


appears to be pleaſed with her deſtiny, 
He is young, handſome, rich, and gallant : 
I ſaw them both in my way through Paris. 
She enquired for you, not as a lover, but 
as a friend ſhe highly eſteemed. Farewell, 
&c. &c. 


Colonel Fairfax, on a re- peruſal of the 
letter, ſaw nothing in it to make him ſup- 
poſe the communication of it would be 
diſpleaſing to Mrs. Edwin, he therefore 
returned it to his pocket, and was again 
trying not to think of Miſs Beverly. When 
Mr. 
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Mr. Berresford was announced, who re- 
| fuſed to take the chair offered to him by 
the Colonel, and delivered him a packet, 
ſaying, that, in having the honour of pre- 
ſenting it to his own hand, he had fulfilled 
all the directions given him by the Earl of 
Delborough, and was extremely ſorry the 
multiplicity and emergency of his buſineſs 
would not permit him to profit by his 
politeneſs, hoped he would find the con- 
tents plain and fatisfaftory ; but ſhould 
any difficulty ariſe, there, Sir, ſaid he, is 

v addreſs, laying a name card on the 
table, you have nothing to do, but ſend 
your ſervant to my houſe, and I ſhall 
attend to have the honour of receiving your 
further commands. The enterance, ſpeech, 
and exit of this profeſſional gentleman 
were ſo inſtantaneous, that the Colonel had 
no opportunity of aſking him a ſingle 
queſtion ; but the moment he was gone, 
he applied his fingers to the ſcal of the 
ow, and referred himſelf to what it 


- might 
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might contain for his uncle's full inſtructi- 
ons. The firſt thing that met his ſight 
was a ſealed note, directed to himſelf; he 
broke it open - looked at the fignature— 
ſaw it was ſigned. Delborough, and read 
what may be found in the following chap- 
ter. It was dated the preceding evening, 
half paſt eight o'clock. 


CHAP. 


94 DELBOROVGH FAMILY. 


Car. . 


Dear Nephey, 


OUR information concerning Lady 
Dorothy's will was too true. Iam 
ſorry for it! your name is not men- 
tioned in that which appoints me heir, and 
the other, which I find to be in your favour, 
was never executed. I have ordered both 
to be laid before you to-morrow morning, 
to fatisfy your mind, that I do nothing but 
what I have a legal right to do. You 

will 
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will ſee I am left executor, without con- 
ditions or reſtrictions of any ſort, and if 
I chuſe to make ducks and drakes of her 
fortune, there is nobody to control or call 
me to account for ſo doing. I know the 
uſe of money, and ſet a proper value on 
it, of courſe ſhall be at no loſs how to 
make the beſt of this increaſe to my for- 
tune. - I have already determined on what 
purchaſe to lay it out, and propoſe to my- 
felf more advantage than from any other 
Jever made in my life. I do not mean 
to make an addition to my eſtates; they 
are already more than are neceſlary to ſup- 
port in ſplendour a ducal coronet, if my 
ſon ſhould ever attain to one ; neither do 
I intend to advance it on other mens' lands: 
But, dear Charles, this increaſe, which I 
may call my private property, I ſhall de- 
dicate to my. intire and ſeparate- uſe, and 
I wiſh to purchaſe with it my own appro- 
bation; my mind will be richer for it 
here, and when I go from hence, I truſt, 
at 
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it will follow me. The deed of gift that 1 
have ordered to be incloſed with the two 
wills, will explain my meaning. I have 
only done my duty in fulfilling the inten- 
tions of my departed ſiſter ; you, therefore, 
owe me no-thanks, and I command you, as 
you value my good opinion, never to in- 
cumber me with them. I will not be 
ſpoken to on the ſubject; but in your fu- 
ture affection to me and mine, I ſhall read 
them with pleaſure. I will not beg your 
pardon fog the ſmall incroachment I have 
made on your aunt's intentions. She had 
only left my pretty Emely five thouſand 
pounds. I have named ten, beſides which 


addition I alſo thought it proper to rob 


you of all Lady Dorothy's jewels, and have 
bequeathed them to your ſiſter, who muſt 
obey with you the ſentence of ſilence, to 
which, on this occaſion, I condemn you 
both henceforth and for ever. 


DBLBOROUGH. 


We 
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We have always held it a queſtion at 
leaſt worthy of ſome conſideration, to 
decide, whether it requires greater ſtrength 
of mind to ſupport with unſhaken for- 
titude, the two extremes of bad or good 
fortune, and if one inſtance only was ne- 
ceſſary to eſtabliſh a perfect deciſion, 
whoever had witneſſed the agitation 
Colonel Fairfax diſcovered on reading 
his uncle's letter, would have cried out, 
it is a ſettled affair, here is a man, who 
when robbed of all his hopes, preſerved 

| the dignity of his nature, and met a diſ- 
appointment that would have cruſhed 
any thing leſs than a chriſtian hero, with- 
out even a trait of diſcontent or diſcom- 
poſure ; but ſee that ſame great and ſteady 
mind, receiving an unexpected piece of 
good fortune, and labouring under the 
dominion of gratitude, affection, and ſur- 
priſe ; away flies his equanimity, all his 
heroiſm is at an end, and throwing him- 
ſelf back on the chair, his eyes pay a tribute 
vol. IV, F of 
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of weakneſs to the powers of generoſity, 
which they would have refuſed had he 
been aſſaulted by all the evils of life com- 


bined together. 


It was many minutes before he could 
collect his aſtoniſhed ſenſes enough to 
enable him to examine the other papers 
that accompanied the note; theſe were 
the two wills and the deed of gift, which 
put him in immediate poſſeſſion of all 
| his late aunt's fortune, except the legacy 
and jewels, appropriated to the uſe of his 
ſiſter, which was far from being the moſt 
unwelcome part of his good fortune, and 
the only hard condition attending his 
uncle's bounty, was that of filence, ſo un- 
evaſively impoſed on them by their noble 
benefactor; but being no further reſtrain- 
ed by this command, than as it affected 
the gracious donor, he found ſome relief 
in giving a vent to the warm feelings of 


his heart in the preſence of Thomas, who 
no 
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no ſooner heard of the revolution in his 
maſter's affairs, than he deſired to be 
excuſed from performing his uſual office 
of ſhaving and dreſſing him. 


And why, aſked the Colonel, do you 
decline your duty ? 


Becauſe J am ſure, replied Thomas, I 
ſhall cut your honor's throat, if I bring 
my razor near it, for I am all over in a 
fluſtration, and as drunk with joy as though 
I had ſwallowed ſix pots of porter, to your 
honor's and my good Lord's health. | 


It was eaſily ſeen there was much truth 
in the confeſſion ; the office was conſigned 
to another, and in ſomething leſs than an 
hour the Colonel had made his friends 
in Grafton Street as happy as himſelf + 


Lord Delborough had appointed his 


dinner party to aſſemble in St. James's 
F 2 Square 
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Square at half after five, and it was a few 
minutes paſt that time when Mrs. Edwin 


entered the drawing room, followed by 


the Colonel and Emely; the reſt of the 
company had all got there before them, 
and were preſented to each other by the 
Earl himſelf, with ſo much eaſe and good 
humour as made them underſtand he did 
not with them to be half a century in 
getting over the formality of a firſt ac- 
quaintance; the introduction had for its 
climax two of the moſt beautiful figures 


that animated nature ever yet produced, 


and when Lord Delborough bid Miſs 
Beverly and Miſs Fairfax embrace as 
friends and ſiſters, he added, I do not 
know much of young women in general, 
but if they were all like you, there would 
not, I am perſuaded, be a bachelor of five 
and twenty in the kingdom. 


Emely caught the hand of her uncle, 


Preſſod it to her re, and her "whole 


cOunte- 
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countenance was ſo illuminated by the 
ſtifled emotions of her grateful heart, that 
had her tongue been permitted to give 
them utterance, language itſelf would 


have wanted the expreſſion that ſparkled - 


in her eyes and glowed on her intelligent 
features; his Lordſhip was pleaſed with 
her effort of obedience, but more ſo with 
the graceful effuſions through which ſhe 
had found out the way to convey her 
acknowledgements ; nor were the ſenti- 
ments of her brother, though equally re- 
ſtricted to ſilence, leſs conſpicuous than 
her own, and their delighted uncle found 
a moment to aſſure them how well he 
was ſatisfied with the reſpect they had 
paid to his commands. 


Lord Delborough leaned. on the arm 
of his nephew as he walked to the dinner 
room, his ancle being ſtill ſtiff, though - 
free from pain; he took his place at the 
head of the table. I do this, ſaid he, look- 

| F 3 ing 
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ing graciouſly round him, to ſettle a cer- 
tain etiquette that has given me ſome 
trouble, here are two charmers who have 
a right to fill it, but I cannot determine 
whether it ſhould be my daughter or my 
mece (Miſs Beverly bluſhed) I beg your 
pardon, my dear, I mean my adopted 
daughter. 


Lord Haverville ſighed and took his 
place next to Emely; his father did not 
appear to think the manceuvre a wiſe 
one, and under the pretence of having 
Mrs. Edwin the next perſon to himſelf, 
and Lady Archer on his right hand, with- 
out ſeeming to intend it, he contrived to 
fix his Lordſhip at Louiſa's ſide, and the 
Colonel, moſt unfortunately for himſelf 
by this reform, inſtead of finding his ſafety . 
in a ſituation three ſeats below her, where 
her charms could not reach him, and 
where the tones of her muſical voice could 


not annoy him, was now removed into 
the 
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the very front of the battle, by being 
placed oppoſite to her; there was cer- 
tainly much danger, and we may venture 
to ſay, there would have been leſs in facing 
a cannon, to a man already prejudiced in 
her favor, and to whom the preſervation 
of his honor was of more conſequence 
than that of his life; he had never, before 
he ſaw Miſs Beverly, felt the indications 
of a ſerious paſſion, nor could he even 
now be ſaid to be violently in love; but 
if when he paſſed her in the carriage with 
her eyes ſhut, her idea was fo ſtrongly 
impreſſed on his imagination, it may be 
ſuppoſed, when they were opened upon 
him, in all the luſtre of unequivocal bright- 
neſs, his cure was not much advanced; but 
we have ſaid he was a man of honor, he 
already regarded her as the wife of Lord 
Haverville, and when ever he looked 
'towards her, it was with that ſort of de- 
votion which good catholics feel in the 
contemplation of their ſaints, with this 
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only difference, they expect to find mercy, 
he would not have accepted it, in his ſitu- 
ation cruelty would have been more to 
the advantage of his ſoul's repoſe. 


Lord Delborough during the whole 
time of dinner, and for half an hour after 
it was over, entertained his gueſts, with re- 
lating to them the accident of his fall the 
preceding day; and though à little of 
that prolixity which ſometimes mixes in 
the tale of an old man, might have been 
aſcribed to his Lordſhip, the intereſting 
conſequences that attended the accident, 
did not tax the politeneſs of ſome preſent, 
to pretend more pleaſure than the recital 
really afforded them ; Emely and her bro- 
ther were the only ſufferers, who for a 
common act of humanity, found themſelves 
oppreſſed with ſuch praifes and enco- 
miums, as their modeſt pretenfions to any 
particular merit made them unwilling to 
adopt; all elſe were ſo pleaſed with the 

ſubject, 
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ſubje&, and the warmth of his Lordſhip's 
deſcription of thoſe virtues, that had con- 
quered his family prejudices, that not one 
amongſt his hearers, except the parties 
chiefly concerned in the tranſaction, wiſhed 
it to be ſhortened. Mails Beverly's eyes 
turned with artleſs innocence on Colonel 
Fairfax, and expreſſed how much her heart 
delighted in acts of humanity. Lord Ha- 
verville's were fixed on the face of Emely, 
filled with a ſort of pathetic ſentiment, 
which ſeemed to indicate he was looking 
out for an object worthy to be immorta- 
lized; the poetical genius that had fo 
quietly ſlept in his boſom ever ſince his 
verſes to Laura, was ſuddenly awakened ; 
he ſaid ſoftly to himſelf, here all human 
perfection centers, ſhe ſhall be the Celeſtina 
of my verſe ; yes, I will call her Celeſtina, 
the ſound of that name is analogous to 
celeſtial ; he did more, his rapid imagina- 


705 


tion was ſet inſtantly to work, and pro- 


duced 
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A ed the four following lines, in half the 
number of minutes. 


Celeſtina, heavenly gueſt, 


Welcome to my glowing breaſt; 
Fan the flame thy looks inſpire, 
Meet my love with mutual fire. 


He would have gone on, perhaps, till 
he had filled the whole volume of his me- 
mory, with others equally fublime and 
beautiful, if the Earl had not ſtopped the 
progreſs of his rhyming ideas, by a queſ- 
tion that rather confuſed the poet ; he 
aſked him if he had been with his council 
that morning ? now he might as well have 
enquired if the marriage writings were in 
proper forwardneſs; his meaning was 
exactly the ſame, and as perfectly undex- 
ſtood by the Viſcount, who heſitated for a 
reply, and then ſaid, he would have the 
honor of ſpeaking to his Lordſhip about 
that matter ſome other opportunity. The 
conſcious 
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conſcious cheek of Miſs Beverly ſhewed 
her alſo to be in the ſecret, and ſhe 
looked her gratitude to Lord Haverville, 
for his waving the ſubject, which ſhe ſup- 
poſed was in conſideration to her delicacy ; 
for though no prude, and never, on pro- 
per occaſions, aſhamed to acknowledge her 
_ engagements to him, ſhe did not then wiſh 

them to be made a topic of particular 
converſation. 


Lord Delborough was more fatisfied 
with the approbation her looks conveyed 
to his ſon, than with the repulſe his queſtion 
had met with ; he always expected a di- 
rect anſwer, and would not have accepted 
any other, but for the ſweet pleadings of 
her innocent countenance, to which he re- 
luctantly ſubmitted; yet at the ſame time 
that he patched up a peace with her feel- 
ings, he declared war againſt thoſe of the 
Colonel, who not being prepared for the 
charge, would have turned his back on 
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the combat, but was obliged to ſtand the 
fire of his uncle's good humoured ſallies, 
and defend himfelf as well as he could. The 
Earl drew from his pocket, nota piſtol, but 
a news-paper; and folding it down to a par- 
ticular paragraph, he gave it gg his nephew 
and bid him read it aloud, as it concerned 
a friend of his, who was alſo, he ſuppoſed, 
not entirely unknown to the reſt of the 
company ; he readily prepared to obey, 
unadviſed of the mine he was going to 
ſpring, but ſeeing it began with theſe 
words, © We hear Colonel Fairfax,” he 
made a pauſe, and would have returned the 
paper; his uncle inſiſted on his proceed- 
ing, on pain of his diſpleaſure ; if it had 
been his ſentence of condemnation, he 
would not have been able to reſiſt a com- 
mand fo enforced ; he again turned to the 
column, and with a trepidation of voice he 
eould not conquer, but which, on the con- 
trary, increaſed at every line he got over; 
at length he contrived to hobble through 
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the whole ingenious fabrication, which has 
been before produced, as the haſty Effay 
of Lady Selina Dangle, before ſhe lefr her 
toilet on the foregoing day. 

9- 

The deſign with which Lord Delbo- 
rough had furpriſed his nephew, 1 into the dif- 
ficult dilemma of announcing his own nup- 
tials, was fully anſwered by the vivacity 
and wit it occaſioned, and Colonel Fairfax 
himſelf getting the better of the ſhock his 
modeſty had ſuſtained, received the con- 
gratulations of his friends with ſo much 
non challance, and returned them with an 
air ſo ſerious and unembarraſſed, that not 
a creature preſent, except his uncle, Mrs. 
Edwin, and his ſiſter, but believed the pa- 
ragraph to be founded in truth. 


When the Ladies retired, and before 
they were re-joined by the Gentlemen, 
as they ſtood round the fire warming their 
fair hands, they formed themſelves into two 
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diſtin& converſation parties; Lady Archer 
and Mrs. Edwin talked of the French revo- 
lution ; Miſs Beverley and Miſs Fairfax of 
the revolutions in faſhion; for though 
this was the firſt entry of either, into what 
is called life, a domeſtic education had by 
no means ruſticated their ideas; neither 
were their intelligent minds ſtuffed with 
romantic or pedantic notions, which are ſo 
apt to turn the heads of young women, 
and to make them ſet up their own opi- 
nions, in oppoſition to thoſe modes that 
are eſtabliſhed by others; and though they 
always meant to retain modeſty, neatneſs, 
and ſimplicity, as their hand-maidens, they 
were quite as anxious to pleaſe, and to be 
pleaſed with the world, as the moſt modern 
votary of faſhion, had it not been for a few 
ſingularities, of which they never would 
make even an effort to diveſt themſelves, 
and which may be pardoned on the ſcore 
of early prejudices ; they might have been 
pronounced, though bread in the country, 

| as 
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as poliſhed in their manners, and as per- 
fect miſtreſſes of every etiquette belonging 
to politeneſs, as the moſt accompliſhed of 
their ſex; it would have been impoſſible 
to have diſcovered they had ever been out 


of the very firſt circles, but for the little 
excentricks already noticed. They would 
not make the firſt advances to gain ad- 
mirers, they would not coquette, they 
would not liſten to the propagation of ma- 
tice, or the report of falſehood ; they would 
not trample on an innocent perſecuted 
fellow-creature, though it ſhould happen 
to be a female, as young, as beautiful, and 
as accompliſhed as themſelves ; they would 
not jeſt on ſacred ſubjects, and they would 
make a proper diſtinction between their 
employments on a Sunday, and thoſe of 
the remaining ſix days, 


To avoid prolixity, inſtead of giving 
the above ſketches of theſe unfaſhionable 
ladies of faſhion, ſeparately, we have link- 


ed 
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ed them together, there being ſo great a 
ſimilarity in their ſentiments, diſpoſitions, 
and agreemens, as would not. admit of a 
ſeparation, without falling into the tedious 
error of tautology. We cannot but wiſh 
we had a greater variety of this ſort of 
character to hold up, for the entertainment 
of our readers; and if any more ſuch 
young women had come within our cir- 
cumſcribed knowledge of the world, they 
certainly ſhould have found a place in this 
our hiſtory. Lord Delborough's party 
did not leave St. James's-Square till they 
had promiſed him to aſſemble themſelves 
every day at his houſe, during the period. 
of his confinement. 


CHAP, 
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CHAP, XLV. 


HERE have you been, Mr. De- 

vero, you are always out of the 
way when I have the leaſt inclination to fee + 
you? go and look at my picture, Sir 
Joſhua has juſt ſent it home, and if you do 
not allow it to be charming, you forfeit all 
pretenſions to taſte; it would have been 
odious, if I had conſented to your propo- 
fition, and had the children drawn 1 in the 
fame piece! 


Such 
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Such was the queſtion, information, and 
obſervation, with which Lady Margaret 
Devero received her huſband on his re- 
turn home from his morning excurſion on 
horſeback ; he was a man of few words, 
and fewer ideas, but he had an honeft 
heart, with juſt enough underſtanding to 
find out, that if a private gentleman has 
the good fortune to unite himſelf to a Lady 
of quality, and would afterwards wiſh to 
preſerve the ſpirit of a man, it ſhould be 
bottled up like a choice cordial, and the 


Cork never drawn in his own family. 


Mr. Devero meekly ſaluted his wife, 

and-meekly followed her to the drawing- 
room, at the head of which ſtood the moſt 
beautiful whole length of a moderately 
handſome woman, that the gallantry of a 
painter, or the pencil of flattery ever exe- 
cuted ; it was, in fact, as much a repreſen- 
tation of a Venus, a Minerva, a Pigmy, or 
the 
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the modern Gian: of the Burning Moun- 
tains, as of Lady Margaret. 
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Well, Mr. Devero, did you ever ſee any 
thing ſo enchanting ? ſuch a likeneſs too ! 
ſo exquiſitely ſtriking ! pray look at the 
languiſhing ſoftneſs of my eyes, and the 
{ſweet dimple on each fide my mouth, one 
would actually think I was going to ſpeak, 
but you never ſay any thing; pray, fir, are 
you ſilent from diſapprobation, or from 
aſtoniſhment ? 


Certainly the latter; beſides, I am try- 
ing to trace the reſemblance. 


Trying, and are you ſo very ſtupid as 
not to have found it ? 


It is not my fault, Madam; if Sir 
Joſhua had been more juſt, I ſhould have 
found the explanation leſs difficult, 


You 
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Lou really think then, paſſing her arm 
through his, with a ſmile of intire appro- 
bation, that he has not done me juſtice ? 
on ſome occaſions, I do not know any 
body that can diſtinguiſh better than your- 
ſelf, and I confeſs you have corrected my 
firſt haſty opinion, for I now think it might 
have admitted of ſome alteration, and if 
Sir Joſhua had made my arms a little ful- 
ler, my eyes rather more open, my ſkin 
whiter, with a ſomething of additional co- 
lour in my cheeks, and the vermillion of 
my lips a little heightened, it would have 
been ſtill more maſterly, and the likeneſs 

better preſerved, 


This critique being deciſively eſtabliſhed, 
without a further reference to the judg- 
* ment of her huſband, they returned to her 
Ladyſhip's dreſſing- room, ſhe convinced 
there might have been a more advantage- 
ous likeneſs, and he, that there was. no 
likeneſs at all. 


I have 
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T have a favour to requeſt of your La- 
dyſhip, faid Mr. Devero. As ſoon as 
they were ſeated, and Lady Margaret had 
taken up an old play, to avoid any con- 
verſation that was not neceſſary to the 
gratification of her vanity, I wiſh you 
would be ſo good, Lady Margaret, as to 
grant me your attention for ten minutes 
only, 


Will what you have to ſay divert me as 
well as the charming comedy of the Re- 
cruiting Officer? If ſo, I am ready to 
liſten, otherwiſe I beg my ſtudies may not 
be interrupted. | 


I ſhould hope what I have to propoſe 
will, at leaſt, not be diſagreeable. I cal- 
Ted on my banker this morning. 


Well! 
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He informed me, the firſt commiſſion 
vou gave him for your jeweller in Paris 
was executed, and that he had this poſt 
remitted him eighteen hundred pounds to 
furniſh your ſecond order. 


That is perfectly right, and now I ſhall 
be glad to know in what I can oblige yoo. 
I think you hinted at ſome favour you had- 


to requeſt of me. 


Mr. Devero hem'd three times, and, 
notwithſtanding her Ladyſhip's extreme 
condeſcenſion, his feelings were unlike 
thoſe of a ſoldier who goes to the field of 
battle, pre- aſſured in his own mind he ſhall 


reap laurels in abundance, 


Not finding him quite ſo ready to prefer 
his petition as ſhe expected he would have 
been, after her ſingular graciouſneſs and 
encouraging kindneſs, ſhe once more queſ- 
cioned him on the ſubject, with even ſuch 

an 


DELBOROUGH FAMILY. 119 


an increaſe of mildneſs and good-humour, 
as emboldened him to tell her Ladyſhip 
that Phelton, which was the name of his. 
banker, had communicated to him a piece 
of intelligence that, he muſt own, had 
given him pleaſure. He had once, he 
ſaid, a very particular friend, who was alſo 
nearly related to him, being the ſon of his 
father's ſiſter; that he had married an 
amiable woman of family and fortune, 
who made him very happy as long as 
they lived together, and ſince his death, 
which had been ſome years, ſhe had not 
only continued in a ſtate of widowhood, 
but reſided in the country till now; that 
he underſtood ſhe was come to town for 
ſome months, had a houſe in Grafton- 
Street, and, as he wiſhed to ſhew her 


ſome civility, as well as to convince her 
of his own happineſs in the marriage 
ſtate, he flattered himſelf her 'Ladyſhip 
would have no objection to making her 
an early viſit. 


No 
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No objection ! retorted Lady Margaret, 
with a diſdainful toſs of the head. I am 
really aſtoniſhed, Mr, Devero, how you 
ſhould preſume to ſuppoſe it; you are at 
liberty to call on your agreeable woman of 
family and fortune as ſoon and as often as 
you pleaſe; but you muſt excuſe me, when 
I ſay, the widow of Mr. Devero's couſin, 
if ſhe has the leaſt knowledge of ſubordi- 
nation, can never expect to aſſociate with 
a daughter of the Duke of Angrave. 


| TI believe, Lady Margaret, you miſun- 

derſtand me; I ſhould be ſorry if any part 
of my family were to intrude themſelves 
upon you. Have I ever objected to 
your keeping them at a diſtance? I did 
not mean, that you was to contract an in- 
timacy with Mrs. Edwin ; but, I thought 
you might have called, and, perhaps, have 
aſked her to dinner, or any trifling com- 
pliment of that nature. 


I tell 
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I tell you, Sir, I have inſuperable anti- 
pathies to viſiting che canaille on any terms; 
and if I am to offer her a place at my 
table, I will only expoſe the meanneſs of 
my condeſcenſion to the author of it, for 
poſitively not a ſoul ſhall be aſked to meet 
her. As to my calling upon her you 
mult not expect it; but When the foot- 
man pays my next round of viſits, you 
may order hini to Wd n 
door. er i 266461 19 34 > vhy 


28 
World iges bg bete hy 9 
Mar ——. Her Ladyſhip cried, ſtop ! He 
left her name unfini ſned, and remained 
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3 indeed 1 Wha can be wotſe? 
What a misfortune it is to be troubled 
with the inclination to oblige others at 
one's own expence. The eaſineſs of my 
temper 1s eternally laying me open to im- 
poſitions, and if you had not known how 
Vol. Iv, G to | 
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to take advantage of it, I ſhould never have 
given you reaſon to ſuppoſe that I would 
either go or ſend to the frightful woman. 
J have a mind to fear, that as long as J 
live I will never be in a good humour 


again. 


May J come in? ſaid Lady Selina, hold- 
ing the door half open, though by the bye 
ſhe had been long enough on the other 
ſide of it to hear what had given her a 
creat deal of pleaſure, as there was nothing 
in life ſhe ſo ardently deſired as being 
known to the friend and the ſiſter of her 
reigning favourite; and when ſhe half 
ſhewed herſelf within the room, it was 
with the reſolution to eſpouſe Mr. Devero's 
ſide of the queſtzon, and not only make 
Lady Margaret viſit Mrs. Edwin, but, by 
the ſame means, gain an introduction for 
herſelf, at leaſt a fortnight ſooner than the 
etiquette of cuſtom would have; allowed. 
Had ſhe waited for the time whenit would 
* bave 
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have been decent to pay her compliments 
to Miſs Fairfax, the hope of cultivating 
an immediate acquaintance with Mrs. Ed- 
win, and the delightful conſequences that. 
may attend a friendly admiſſion into her 
family, was a viſion of fancy, ſo conſonant 
to her future plans of operation, that her 
ſoft voice viberated with tranſport as ſhe 
pronounced the words © May I come in?“ 


Mr. Devero flew to the door, gave her 
his hand, and told her, with a great deal 
of truth, that he was rejoiced to ſee her, 
whilſt Lady Margaret only ſaid, and not in 
a very kind tone, How came you out fo 
early, Selina?“ | 


Oh! I can give you ten thouſand rea- 
ſons for my being troubleſome, and break- 
ing in upon your agreeable tete 4 tte. 
Well, it is pleaſant to find a huſband and 
wife ſo ſociable and ſo comfortable. Why, 
your joys ſeem independent of the world 

| G 2 and 
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and its nonſenſe. It is ſo feldom one ſees 
married conples at home or abroad toge- 
ther, that ſuch an inftance is quite novel, 
and as I doat on novelty, I long to try 
the experiment, and live as you do, 


Mr. Devero ſaid nothing, and Lady 
Margaret made uſe of no other words 
than what were contained in this ſhort ex- 
preſſion : © Are you mad, child ?” 


Not abſolutely, ſhe replied, and as a 
proof that my memory 1s not impaired, I 
remember that ſomebody told me laft 
night my brother Devero, to his certain 
knowledge, would be called to the Upper 
Houſe before the expiration of the month, 


Do you hear that, Sir? looking re- 
proachfully at her huſband. I hope when 
your name 1s in the Peerage, I ſhall be 
tormented with no more acts of civility 


to your obſcure relations. 
Whether 
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Whether he ſaw in Lady Selina's coun- 
tenance that ſhe intended to be his cham- 
pion, or whether he was aſhamed of appear- 
ing in his true domeſtic garb before com- 
pany, or by whatever other motive inſtiga- 
ted, he was bold enough to reply, in a 
tolerable manly tone, that whether Com- 
moner or Peer, he would, on certain oc- 
caſions, be his own maſter, and that ſhe 
might or might not viſit Mrs. Edwin, for 
that he did not now care a dn about it, and 
out of the room he flew, with a precipita- 
tion that ſhewed how much he was actu- 
ated by rage, by fear, or, perhaps, both. 


L—d, ſiſter! cried Lady Selina, 
ſtretching her eyes as wide as ſhe could 
open them, pretending a ſtare of unutter- 
able aſtoniſhment, what can be the mean- 
ing of all this ? Had you been quarrelling 
before I came in ? For my part I thought 
all was obedience on his fide of the queſ- 
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tion, and all power, dominion and happi- 
nels, on your own. 


And ſo it has been till now, and fo it 
ſhall be again, ſaid her Ladyſhip, almoſt 
choaked with paſſion and ſurpriſe. I wiſh 
you would not meddle with my buſineſs, 
child ; you think yourſelf a wit, and are 
horribly provoking. 


Am I a wit, and do you call me pro- 
voking? How can you ſay fo, Margaret? 
You know I pitied you when you married 
ſo much beneath your rank, and now that 
I fee you are maſtered as well as married, 
how much muſt the ſentiment of ſiſterly 
commiſeration be increaſed ! Upon my 
word I pity you. 


Selina, you are more than provoking |! 
You are an inſolent chit, and, but for your 
perſuaſions, I never ſhould have been hum- 


bled: to my preſent ſituation, though you 
have 
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have now the effrontery to deny it, by in- 
ſulting me with your deteſtable pity, 


What ſhall I do, dear Margaret, to 
convince you that I did not intend you 
ſhovld be offended with me, had you ſeen 
with what | pleaſure I liſtened to your 
praiſes, but the laſt night that ever was, 
you would never again tax me with mean- 
ing to offer you an inſult ; indeed, I did 
more than liſten, I made myſelf quite re- 
markable by the warmth with Wenn 1 
ſupported them. 


Well, and who was it? and what did 
they ſay about me, I ſhould be glad to 
know ? As ſhe aſked this queſtion her 
anger abated, and her naturally ſpiteful 
phyſiognomy aſſumed a 1 of leſs * 
fulneſs. od 


Agra why, 
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Why, they faid you had undoubtedly 
the moſt beautiful face in the world, and 
that your ſmile was irreſiſtible. 


© Lady Margaret ſmiled, and enquired 
what came next; and her ſiſter, who was 
then employed on the buſineſs of coining, 
truck off ſo many new pieces, bearing 
the die of flattery, as enriched Lady 
Margaret's diſpoſition with ſuch a fund 
of complacency, that when the child and 
the chit ventured to aſk who and what the 
Mrs. Edwin was, who had fat up all the 
miſchief, ſhe condeſcended to give her as 
much information on the ſubje& of her 
enquiries as ſhe «was herſelf in poſſeſſion 
of, which was very inferior to what Lady 
Selina knew before. Mrs. Edwin's attach- 
ment to the younger branches of the Del- 
borough family, had often been the topic 
of converſation between her Ladyſhip and 
Lady Dorothy Petting ; but as the ties 

of 
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of confidential friendſhip were not added to 
that of blood, which, without their con- 
ſents, united the noble ſiſters, it generally 
happened that what was knewn to one of 
them was unknown to the other. 


So you are determined not to go, but to 
ſend your name only ? 


I don't know, I am averſe to either going 
or ſending. 


But, my dear Margaret, pray conſider, 
hitherto the man has been a good enough 
fort of body, perfectly docile, and lets you 
do as you pleaſe ; but I ſee he can huſband 
it if he chuſes, ſo if I was you I would 
comply now, and truſt to Providence for 
other occaſions of contradicting him, and, 


maintaining my own humour, you will 
find a thouſand opportunities of vexing 
your huſband, without the riſk of encoun- 


G 5 tering 
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tering your tyrant, Dear ſiſter, let me 
this once perſuade you I foreſee a dimuni- 
tion of your power, if you do not imme- 
diately come to ſome terms with Mr. 
Devero about this troubleſome widow. 


Well, then I will ſend my name this 
evening. | 


Indeed, you had better call this morning; 
it is a thouſand chances to one if you find 
her at home. Theſe country gentlewo- 
men are always flying about when nobody 
- elſe is ſtirring, and never at home but 

When all the world are abroad. If you 
only ſtop at her door, the affair is over at 
once; but if you ſend your name, ſhe 
will ſtick it behind the glaſs, to tell all her 
plebeian acquaintance ſhe has the honour 
of being viſited by Lady Margaret De- 
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So ſkilful a performer on the whimſi- 
cally conſtrued inſtrument of a fine 
Lady's mind, knew when and how © to 


touch the ſtring that could alone produce 


harmony. Lady Margaret ſaw the . propri- 
ety of the obſervation. No, exclaimed 
ſhe, you are right; I will not ſend my 
ticket; it ſhall not make an exhibition to 
her honour and my own diſgrace.” Hea- 
vens! what an idea, ſtuck up behind the 
glaſs of a nobody knows who! I would 
rather never ſee the ſace of are 
man again as long as I live. | 


Come, then, I will take you in my 


coach, and if any body ſees us ſtop at the 
door, you will never be ſuſpected: I will 


order my ſervant to ſay he has forgot his 
cards, if ſhe is gone out; and-ſhould ſhe be 
at home, I will Ge 8⁰ * ma 


you, 
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Tou certainly jeſt, child ; ſhe is not 
your huſband's father's ſiſter's ſon's widow. 
Heavens, what a race! If you really mean 
what you ſay, it will be ſuch a proof of 
your affection to me as I ſhall never for- 


get. 


Lady Selina aſſured her ſhe meant it 
for no other earthly purpoſe, and was read” 
to go with her that moment; for, as the 
proſpect of ſo unnatural a viſit could offer 
them no ſort of pleaſure, the thought the 
ſooner they got over it the better. 


Lady Margaret made no oppoſition, the 
bell was rung, the carriage ordered to 
draw up, the ſervant received directions 
not to leave tickets, and away drove the 
Ladies to Grafton- Street, Lady Margaret 
pleaſed with her ſiſter's condefcenfion, and 
Lady Selina tranſported at having gained 


a point ſo favourable to her own deſigns, 


and her own inclinations. We do not 
3 ö mean 
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* 


mean to follow but precede them, having 
a preſentiment they will be let up, and that 
we muſt be the Sir Clement Cotterell of 


the interview. 
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C'H A P.'' II. 


RS. Edwin did not propoſe to an- 

nounce her arrival in town, in what 
is called the world of faſhion, amongſt 
which ſhe had many acquaintances, and 
ſome friends, till after the funeral of Lady 
Dorothy was over ; for before that time 
Miſs Fairſax could not partake of her 
viſits, or ornament her parties; the only 
perſon ſhe' had ſent to, was her banker, 
who had given the information to Mr. 
Devero, of her being in London, and 
where ſhe had taken her houſe ; but as ſhe 


Was 
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was unacquainted with this circumſtance, 
and had therefore no reaſon to expect 
- viſitors, ſhe. neglected to give any particu- 
lar orders to her porter, who, of courſe, 
did not refuſe' entrance to the contents of 
a coach, Which abounded in ducal. coro- 


nets. 


Mrs Edwin and Emely having finiſh- 
ed the neceſſary duties of their toilet, for 
no unneceſſary time was ever thrown away 
in ſuperfluous. adornments, had met again 
in the drawing- room, where they were 
joined by Lord Haverville, who called, he 
ſaid, to put them in mind of his father's 
dinner hour, and their promiſe not to ex- 
ceed it; he had taken a chair next to Miſs 
Fairfax, who was putting the finiſhing 
touches to a very ſmall landſcape, on 
which ſhe had been employed the whole 
morning, and they were all three ſo agree- 
ably engaged with the converſation. of 
each other, that neither of them heard the 
ſignal of approaching company. x. 


5 One 
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One of the three ornamental ſervants 
that adorned the outſide of Lady Selina's 
carriage, had enquired if Mrs. Edwin was 
at home, and the ſound of yes, which 
reached the ears of Lady Margaret, had 
ſuch an effect on her delicate nerves, that 
ſhe actually uttered a faint ſcream of ter- 
ror, whilſt her companion had nearly done 
the fame thing, from exceſs of ſatisfac- 
tion. The diſappointed Lady ſent back, 
before the ſtep was let down, to know of 
the porter, if his miftreſs had any body 
with her, poſitively declaring, ſhe would 
not go near the woman, if her perſon was 
to be expoſed to the view of any additio- 
nal vulgars; the anſwer was, that Lord 
Haverville was the only perſon, with his 
Lady, and Miſs Fairfax; Lady Selina ſe- 
cretly wiſhed that of Colonel Fairfax had 
been attached to the liſt of names, how- 
ever, ſhe was on the whole pretty well 
ſatisfied, and followed her ſiſter, who went 
through the hall and up the ſtaircaſe, 
muttering all the way, how ſurpriſing it 


Was 
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was that three people of quality ſhould 


meet together in ſo humiliating a ſitua- 
tion. | OE; 


J will read you « ſonnet, ſaid Land Ta- 
verville, and he drew a mw from his 
pocket. | 


” 'F I 


The door opened. | 


Lady Margaret Devero, and Lady Se. 
lina Dangle. 


The former Lady ſwam, the latter trip- 
ped into the room; Mrs. Edwin approach- 
ed them with an air ſo perfectly well bred, 
but ſo intirely unembarraſled, as for a mo- 
ment diſconcerted her haughty viſitor, and 
threw her ſo much off her guard, that ſhe 
received, and returned her compliment of 
reception, as if there had been no very great. 
inequality between them. Lady Selina 
found. herſelf quite at home, and was at no 
loſs for a thouſand pretty expreſſions to 
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inſure her welcome. Emely was too civil 
to leave the room as ſoon as they entered 
it, and permitted Mrs. Edwin to preſent 
her, but laid her plan to leave them, 
whenever ſhe could do ſo without obſerva- 
tion; not from diſlike of the viſitors, but 
in conſideration of her own ſituation, and 
tke reſpect ſne owed to the memory of 
her aunt; as to Lord Haverville, he was 
enough remembered by both ladies, to 
make his acceſs to them extremely eaſy, 
particularly Lady Selina, who accoſted 
him with the freedom of an eſtabliſhed 
intimacy, though this was the firſt time he 
had ever ſpoken to her in his life. 


our lodging, ma' m, though extremely 
ſmall (the room was twenty-five by twen- 
ty-two) ſeems - neat and commodious 
enough; and this part of the town is not 
a bad ſituation for you country ladies, who 
come up to ſee all that is to be ſeen; 
act cheſe obſervations were made, and 

ee ieee e. enforced 
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enforced by geſtures of contempt, which | 


admit but of one meaning, the ſpeaker had 
Juſt recollected, that it was only Mrs. Ed- 
win, the widow of a private man, to whom 
ſhe addreſſed herſelf, and that ſhe was Lady 


Margaret Devero, daughter of his Grace 


the Duke of Ae 


A long acquaintance with her Ladyſhip, 
could not more effectually have diſcloſed 
to the ſenſible and penetrating Mrs. Ed- 
win, of what materials the mind of her 
noble viſitor was compoſed, than did her 
remark on the houſe, on the ſituation, and 


on country ladies. Though poſſeſſed of no 
fort of pride, Mrs. Edwin had a conſider- 


able portion of what is properly called the 
dignity of human nature. Had Lady 
Margaret levelled her ſarcaſms at any 


body that could have been hurt by it, ei- 
ther on the ſcore of unfortunate circum- 


ſtances, or weak intellects, ſhe- would have 


felt for them, what ſhe could not feel for 


herſelf; 
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herſelf ; but being aimed againſt a boſom 
it had no power to penetrate, inſtead of 
looking down, and ſinking beneath the 
mortification of inferiority, ſhe replied, 
with a head quite as erect as that of her 
adverſary, this houſe fuits me at preſent, 
Madam, and perhaps I ſhall remain in it 
ſome months, at leaſt *till my purchaſe in 
Groſvenor-Square is compleated. 


And what houſe, pray ma'm, do you in- 
tend to occupy there ? there are no ſmall 
places that I know of in the whole Square, 
and but one houſe likely to be diſpoſed of ; 
Lord Briſtow's I am ſure will not do, it is 
quite a capital thing, and nearly as large 
as my own ; oh ! no, that can never do for 
you, Mrs. Edwin. 


I really cannot pretend to ſupport or 
weaken your Ladyſhip's opinion, till I 
have made a trial of it; but as the pur- 
chaſe-money is lodged, I ſuppoſe in about 
| ten 
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ten weeks I ſhall be able to give your 
Ladyſhip certain information, whether it 
does or does not ſuit me ; I rather incline 
to ſuppoſe, that a houſe which accommo- 
dated Lord Briſtow's large e ee yo 
fully anſwer my e 8 


It is an excellent houſe, Gi Lord Ha- 
verville, who only heard the concluſion of 
the laſt ſentence, being much engaged with 
the other two Ladies, in a converſation 
that we ſhall by and by have occaſion to 
refer to, and to which he returned, after 
making his one ſhort obſervation, on the 
excelleney of the houſe. | 


Oh, cry'd her Ladyſhip, with a ſnear, 
we are not diſputing about the goodneſs of 
the houſe, I 'was only afraid it would be 
too good for a private family ; I am quite 
glad ma'm your hufband left you fo well, 
© | age greener REES: 


: 17 K 
* 4 1 


Your 


142 DELBOROUGH . FAMILY, 


. Your Ladyſhip, replied: Mrs. Edwin, 
with a ſmile ſhe could not ſuppreſs, is abun- 
dantly too conſiderate in what concerns 
me, but I preſume it is to a family connec- 
tion, for which I am indebted for the ho- 
nour of Lady Margaret Devero's polite 
viſit, and the intereſt ſhe troubles herſelf 
to take in my affairs, 


e eee eee out Lady Mar- 
garet, as if uncertain whether ſhe ſhould, 
or ſhould not, acknowledge the connec- 
tion. I think Mr. Edwin was ſome how 
or other, I really, don't know in what ſort 
of a way, very diſtantly related to Mr. 
Devero's father. I cannot charge my me- 
mory with other people's genealogies, or do 
I ever perplex them with my own. Some 
day or other, when I am diſengaged from 
parties. at home or abroad, if you will 
cone and dine with your coulin, (J think 
you country ladies always call couſins,) he 
will tell you all about it, and I beg it may be 
wo before 
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he will be much engaged in attending the 


duties of a Peer. 


The abſurdities into which pride, envy, 
and oſtentation, had laid poor Lady Mar- 
garet, were ſo many and ſo enormous, 
that they became more a matter of amuſe- 
ment than- offence to Mrs. Edwin, who 


always having a- predilection for odd cha- 


racters, continued to play her off by the 
moſt arch, but polite irony, highly to the 
advantage of her favourite inclination; but 
as the remaining part of their tete à tẽte 
will not ſerve to enlighten our hiſtory, 
and no alteration being likely to take place 
in the ſentiments of Mrs. Edwin, or the 
humour of Lady Margaret, it ſhall be our 
buſineſs to ſay what had been paſſing be- 


tween the Viſcount and the other two - 
ladies, who. were all ſtanding i in the bow 


window, having left their ſeats to prevent 
Miſs Fairfax from quitting the room, 
when 


before the month paſſes, as after that time, 


| 
| 
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. when ſhe propoſed ſtealing herſelf off ſoon 
after the noble ſiſters were announced, and 
from which ſituation they. had not yet re- 
_ 


How eculd you be ſo nabe to think of 
leaving us, ſaid Lady Selina, after ſhe had 
brought Emely back from the door? but 
I can gueſs at your reaſon, added ſhe, with 
a deep ſigh, poor Lady Dorothy! you 
don't know how intimate we were; in- 
deed, Miſs Fairfax, on that account mearly 
Ihave a right to condole with yourſelf and 
n H e 9 in a 2 way. 


e ay curtſied; the Viſcount ſaid 
Swiling, you do us great honour ; ſo love- 
ly an increaſe to our family circle, would 
be the moſt defirable event in the world; 
pray, added he, did your Ladyſhip read 
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No, indeed, I never look into them, 
they are ſo ſcandaloufly abuſive, and the 
very deareſt of our friends have all their 
failings expoſed with fo little mercy, that 
good nature, candour and fincerity, make 
one tremble to take one of them up; one 
always expects to be ſhocked with ſome- 
thing or other about people one knows. 
But why did you aſk the queſtion my 
Lord? that arch look of your's quite 
trightens me; I hope my name, at leaſt, 
may have eſcaped the torture of the 
preſs. : 

Emely felt, for what ſhe thought, the 
delicacy of her Ladyſhip's ſituation, and 
by a look, fraught with intelligence, com- 
manded ſilence; he took the hint in part 
only, and replied, the inſertion of your 
Ladyſhip's name, on the occaſion of my 
aunt's death, does honor to her memory, 
and my vanity is too much concerned to 
volk. iv. H deny, 


146 DELBOROUGH FAMILY, 


deny, that I have ſeen a paragraph in one 
of them, highly flattering to my family. 


Lady Selina, who had diſcovered what 
fort of a character ſhe muſt aſſume, to 
gain an influence over the mind of Emely, 
and obtain the good opinion of Lord Ha- 
verville, adopted it with as much addreſs 
as an unſatisfied divine, the doctrines of 
his promiſing patron ; a firſt rate player 

the ſentiments of his author; or a pert 
chamber maid the airs of her miſtreſs. 
She was mild, gentle, tender, even pathe- 
tic; lamented the loſs that ſhe, as well as 
they, had ſuſtained ; ſpoke of Lady Doro- 
thy with the reverence of a dutiful daugh- 
ter, and declared, but for the pleaſure of 
preſenting herſelf to Miſs Fairfax, ſhe 
ſhould not have ventured out with ſuch 
a load on her ſpirits, till the dear remains 
had been depoſited. 


Emely, 
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Emely, the moſt artleſs of human be- 
ings, meaſuring the ſmcerity of others by 
her own rule of truth and rectitude, was 
compleatly taken in, and wondered how it 
happened that her brother could ſpeak and 
think with indifference of ſo charming a 


creature ; nor was Lord Haverville leſs 
the victim of her ſtage tricks; ſhe had 
heard he was a poet, that one half of his 
time was given in writing verſes, and the 


other in reading them; ſhe complained of 


the tediouſneſs of what was called pleaſure, 
and would allow that appellation to no 
amuſements but ſuch as were independant 
of the world, ariſing from a lively imagi- 
nation, a cultivated underſtanding, and an 
aſſiſting genius, who would lead het votary 
through the flowery paths of painting, 
muſic, and poetry; for the latter of which, 
ſhe had a predilection particularly ſenti- 


mental and tender effuſions; ſhe loaded 


Emely with careſſes, ſaid a thouſand pretty 
things in favou- of friendſhip, and beſpoke 
5 H 2 it 
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it from her, as what ſhe had a right to 
claim, in return for her own, and in con- 

ſideration of Lady Dorothy's intentions, 

to eſtabliſh an intimacy between them, 

then preſſing her hand, ſhe ſelected from 

the ſtore-houſe of her memory, where 
| ſcraps of all ſorts were huddled together 

for all occaſions, the lines that follow, 
gracefully repeating them in a low voice, 
but not deficient of ſpirit and energy. 


Friendſhip, ſweet beheſt of heaven 
Gentle ſoftner of all woe ; 

Beſt reward the gods have given, 
To ſmooth our rugged path below. 


Mild enliv*ner of our pleafure 4 
Grief-healing balſam ! foe of care! 
Thou, who giv*{t to life its treaſure, 
=. Soft, vivid light, that gildes deſpair ! 
| Dear friendſhip, grant for us to know 
| All we can aſk, or thou beſtow. 


. 
* 


Charming! 
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Charming! charming! exclaimed the 
favourite of Apollo, what divine ſenti- 
ments! your Ladyſhip's own -undoubt- 
edly ? | 
If you can find any merit in them, my 
Lord, replied Lady Selina, careleſsly, it 
belongs to Miſs Fairfax, ſhe inſpired my 
ſubject; the lines were a feeble effort of 


my heart, and a little extemporary "_ 
of 1 imagination. 


What would I give for your facility, 
returned the poet, there is a perſon in the 
world, whoſe beauty, virtue, and thouſand 
thouſand graces, ſhould then immortalize 
my muſe. 


Emely, whoſe heart had opened to the 
advances of her new acquaintance, made 
very warm acknowledgments for the ap- 
plication of the verſes to herſelf, and be- 
ſtowed ſo many praiſes on the e of 
e the 
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the compoſition, that Lady Selina called 
her a dear partial critic, and promiſed to 
fend her a whole cargo of her nonſenſe, if 
ſhe would patiently give it a reading in 
the courſe of her preſent confinement ; 
for I write on all ſorts of ſubjects, gay and 
ſerious, ſaid ſhe, ſo you may take your 
choice; all I aſk in return is, that you 
will ſometimes allow me to call upon you, 
and to receive from your own lips uny ſen- 
tence of reproof, or my reward of appro- 
bation. 


» Surely, thought Emely, my brother is 
diſtracted! was ever dignity ſo blendid 
with condeſcenſion ; her acceptance of the 
obliging offer was attended with ſuch live- 
ly expreſſions of ſenſibility, her ingenious 
cquntenance fo illumined, her language fo 
polite, her accents {o muſical, as altogether 
produced ſuch an effect on the eyes and 
attitudes of Lord Haverville, as gave the 
cunning. obſerver a tranſient peep into the 
ſicuation of his preſent inclinations, and 
from 


DELBOROUGH FAMILY. 191 


from that moment the bet of five hundred 
was as good as decided in her favour; nor 
did his languiſhing geſtures leave her at a 
loſs to diſcover, who was the poſſeſſor of 
the thouland thouſand graces of immorta- 
lizing proweſs. As to her own ſudden and 
prolific nack of giving birth to. a mule, 
endowed with the gift of extemporary 
fpeaking, we do not place it amongſt the 
marvellous productions of nature, but to a 
lucky purchaſe her Ladyſhip had made 
ſome months before, of a curious cabiner, 
the outſide of which happened to ſtrike 
her fancy at an auction; it had been the 
property of a certain woman of faſhion, 
more diſtinguiſhed for the rectitude of her 
manners, than the brilliancy of her tal- 
lents; becauſe, though in poſſeſſion. of 
genius, ſhe choſe to retire it from public 
obſervation ; and when ſhe depoſited the 
little ſonnet on friendſhip, with ſeveral 
other of her manuſcript productions in the 
private drawer of her cabinet, ſhe proba- 
| | H 4 bly 
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bly had no ſuſpicion they would fall into 
the hands of Lady Selina Dangle, and be 
adopted by her Ladyſhip. & 
Lord Haverville drew out his watch, 
and ſaid to Miſs Fairfax, in another hour 
we muſt fre you in St. James's-Square.. . 


Alas} cry'd Lady Selina, how ſhall. I 
diſpoſe of myſelf this long day, for I have 
no ſpirits to mix in any company, but 
ſuch as are as melancholy as myſelf, and 
on the ſame fad occaſion. 


The hint was not more phin than ac- 
ceptable, to thoſe for whom it was intend- 
ed; the Viſcount preſſed her to join their 


party, with as many ſolicitations as he 


could have beſtowed on Melpomene, Tha- 
lia, or any other of the nine ſiſters, to 
which was joined all the rhetoric of elo- 


quent perſuaſion on the part of his couſin, 


Wa * to aſſure her Ladyſhi ꝑ, 
vid. HH nothing 
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nothing would make her uncle and his 
friends ſo happy, as ſuch an acceſſion to 
their little circle. The level of all her 
aims had been at the point which was 
now neatly hit. Her countenance rather 
beſpoke timidity, and baſhful uncertainty, 
than joy and exultation, at her compleat vic- 
tory, and ſne had a thouſand objections, but 
they were all over-ruled with the ſame ſort 
of pretended difficulty that objections: are 
removed, where in reality they never have 
exiſted, and ſhe promiſed to join them in 
the evening. * 


Pray do not forget to bring with you 
more of thoſe beautiful verſes, ſaid Emely, 
for as we depend on reading, muſic, and 
converſation, for the variety of our amuſe- 
ments, I am afraid your Ladyſhip will be | 
taxed very heavily on the en 


I ſhall certainly endeavour to contris 
bute my mite to the general contribution: 
H 5 . ſhe 
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ſhe modeſtly replied, and now tell me, my 
dear Miis Fairfax, added ſhe, whom I am 
to meet at Lord Delborough's, beſides 
your fair ſelf and Lord Haverville. 


Here his Lordſhip bid them adieu, bow- 
ed to Lady Margaret and Mrs. Edwin as 
he paſſed them, and made his exit with 
that fort of haſte, which ſhewed his heart 
was not greatly intereſted in any of the 
names which he knew muſt appear on the 
requeſted catalogue, and perhaps a little 
- apprehenſive, that in calling them over, 
Emely might glance towards his engage- 
ments to Miſs Beverly. A ſubject, which 
for ſome reaſon or other, had now no pre- 
ference in his eſtimation ; but his retiring 
put a ſtop to any further confidential ehit 
chat, for as ſoon as Lady Margaret ſaw 
the door cloſe upon his Lordſhip, ſhe roſe 
from her feat with great dignity, and aſked 
if her ſiſter was ready, who gave a ſub- 
miſſiwe affirmative, from motives of policy, 

5 when 
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when with a ſilent, diſtant, and what is 
+ ſometimes called a freezing curtſey, ſhe 
put an end to her haughty viſit, as we 


thall do to our humble chapter. 
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CHAP. XLVII. 


NOT HER month had nearly elap- 

ſed, and no accounts arrived, either 
of the Marquis, or from his purſuer, Jen- 
kings, which raiſed the Duke of Angrave's 
fears for his ſon's ſafety to ſuch a height, 
that nothing could equal, but his agony 
of remorſe, for having ſo prematurely diſ- 
poſed of his jewels ; which he now ſaw bur 
one poſſible way of bringing back to his fa- 
mily. His Grace had no hope, that if 
Lord Greendale ſhould even return, that 
he would ever conſent to ratify the treaty 
with 
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with Miſs Palmerſton ; and once more he 
began to, ruminate on the forlorn project, 
which had forced itſelf into his diſtract- 
ed mind, on the day he left his jewels be- 
hind him, and when, on his return home, 
he was informed of the Marquis's elope- 
ment. . LY 


The Duke's inclinations . and avarice, 
had ever ſince that time been at war with 
each other; at length the latter being re- 
inforced by a whole army of conſidera- 
tions, gained a decided victory over the 
former; I ſhall, fays he, by this one ſa- 
crifice, ' ſecure an immenſe fortune to 
my children, ſilence the lady and her guar- 
dians, eſcape the penalty, which notwith- 
ſtanding his promiſe, George - will ſome- 
time or other forfeit, and he will certainly 
ſhew himſelf in England, as ſoon as he 
ſhall hear there is no longer a claimant on 
his liberty, and that inſtead of deſiring to 
be 
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| be Marchioneſs of Greendale, the has 
choſen to be Ducheſs of Angrave. 


Such were his Grace's mental argu- 
ments, to quiet the innumerable hoſt of 
rebellious objections that ſtrongly oppoſed 
his re-entrance on the territories of Hymen, 
and having gained his own conſent to at- 
tempt the hazardous experiment, he walk- 
ed towards the glaſs, to reconnoitre thoſe 
forces, with which he was to attack the 
heart of a young heireſs, immoderately 
rich, and moderately handſome. 


It will do, cry'd he, ſurveying himſelf, 
my age is but ſixty- eight; I am yet in the 
autumn of life; the ſtoop in my figure 
is faſhionable ; my face is tolerable, and 
the tout enſemble not amiſs; yes, added he, 
with a long and deep figh, the facrifice 
muſt be made, or what will become of my 
- ſon, my jewels, and my fortune 11! | 


His 
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His Grace re-feated bimfelf, and fell 
into a meditative train of reflection, on 
the leaſt exceptionable mode of advancing 
his pretenfions. There was much to be 
{aid why he ſhould not throw himſelf at the 
lady's feet, and declare them in perfon, 
and nothing in disfavour of an application 
by letter; but to whom ſhould it be ad- 
drefled ? not to the guardians, they might 
be diſpleaſed, and reject his propoſals with- 
out conſulting their wardvon the occaſion ; 
not to Mils Palmerſton, fhe already con- 
ſidered herſelf the ſon's wife, and it was 
probable, might not underſtand that ſhe was 
at liberty to marry the father alſo, unleſs 
an explanation followed the propoſition. 
With ideas confuſed by their own multi- 
plicity; perplexed by a thouſand appre- 
henſions, and almoſt terrified at the mag- 
nitude of his great undertaking, his Grace 
was ſome minutes looking round for a 
negociator, ta aſſiſt him in the compli- 
cated buſineſs, and Lady White occurred 

| to 
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to him as the moſt proper perſon he.could 
- Nominate to the office; ſhe would know 
the value of the rank he offered to the 
acceptance of her ward; ſhe would alſo 
know, that to be a Ducheſs in poſſeſſion, 
is better than to be a Ducheſs in rever- 
ſion, and he had no doubt but that ſhe 
would influence, not only the lady, but 
her guardians, to be of the ſame opinion; 
and to Lady White, he therefore addreſſed 
the following epiſtle, which was not pro- 
duced extemporary, like Lady Selina's 
verſes, in praiſe of friendſhip, for to ſay 
the truth, it coſt his head and heart ſix 
hours hard -labour, before it was com- 
pleated. 


LE TT ER 


e? Fully perſuaded that your Ladyſhip's 
judgment is only to be equalled. by your 
diſcretion, and flattered with the hope 
* may n our long acquaintance, 
01 — 
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lay ſome claim to your friendſhip; I am 
going, my dear madam, to put it in your 
power either to give me the moſt une- 
quivocal proof of your regard for my 
happineſs, or to puniſh my preſumption 
in ſuppoſing myſelf intitled to your con- 
{ſideration.——Miſs Palmerſton, who is 
the exact model of your own perfections, 
has ſo long engaged my affections in the 
light of a daughter, that I am at a loſs, 
except through the channel of your in- 
terceſſion, how I may offer them to her 
acceptance, in another point of view, in- 
finitely nearer and dearer to the wiſhes 
of my ambitious heart, Her fituation, 
as well as my own, is a critical one, highly 
critical ; permit me, madam, to ſtate the 
particularities that render it . ſo, I ſhall 
afterwards leave the deciſion of my fate 
to your unerring judgment, but not with- 
out hope that it may be inclined to admit 
a little bias on the ſide of nn 
my propoſition. 2 1 
i 4 | Your 
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Your Ladyſhip's ward and my fon, . 
are by mutual conſent of their guardians 
and parents, ſo contracted together, that 
neither can enter into any other engage- 
ment, without being ſubje&t to ſo heavy 
a fine as muſt diſmember the eſtate of 
the party fo offending, and no clauſe is 
admitted by which the contract can be 
broken, as long as they both remain in 
a ſingle ſtate, unleſs by a general releaſe, 
figned and executed by Sir Arthur White, 
Mr. Anthony Pearce and myſelf, who 
have alone the power to make it null and 
void, 


For all theſe conſiderations, my good 
madam, would it not be greatly for the 
comfort as well as the benefit of your 
young lady, to remove the impediment 
out of her way,. which alas, if ſuffered to 
remain, wilt probably prevent her more 
happy eſtabliſhment, much longer than 
is conſiſtent with her merit or her inte- 

| reſt ; 
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reſt; ſurely her guardians will now ſhnew 
what they have evinced. themſelves to 
be on all former occaſions, not more 
the guardians of her fortune, than the 
promoters of her felicity; and I believe 
your Ladyſhip will agree with me, that 
ſhe has leſs chance to find it in any other 
ſituation, than in the arms of a worthy 
huſband. Shall the charming epitome of 
your own ſobriety, regularity, and dif- 
cretion, waſte thoſe treaſures of the mind, 
in ſolitary ſingleneſs, and not enrich the 
world with the knowledge and admiration 
of them? No, madam, no, it muſt not 
be permitted, I am myſelf the rival of my 
ſon's pretenſions, and lay at her feet the 
offer of my hand; alas, there is no alter- 
native between her choice of continuing 
Miſs Palmerſton, or accepting from me 
the rank of my Ducheſs; my laſt accounts 
of the Marquis brings me ſuch melancholy 
tidings of his health, * though the faculty 
cannot 
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cannot aſſertain how long he may yet 
linger, they all aſſure me there are no hopes 
of his final recovery; beſides he now ſeems 
determined, if it were poſſible he ſhould 
live even four, five, or fix. years longer, 
not to alter his condition, and to prevent 
my being uneaſy on the ſcore of my con- 
tract, he has ſent me bonds folemnly ex- 
ecuted, by which he ſecures me from all 
penalties, by barring himſelf for ever 
from the bleſſings of matrimony. I fear 
too that my other ſons, as well as poor 
Greendale, inherit the delicate conftitution 
of their mother, ſo that my - proſpects of 
their reaching maturity are very faint, 
which together with the ſad certainty that 
my family will not be carried on in imme- 
diate ſucceſſion, owing to the raſh reſolves 
of the Marquis ; there is a claim on the 
duty I owe my poſterity, as well as on 
the affection I bare to your ward, which 
forces me to offer myſelf a candidate for 
the honor of her acceptance, in preference 

to 
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to every other woman in the world, and 
ifI am ſo happy to be informed ſhe re- 
ceives my propoſals with any degree of 
favor, I ſhall follow them in perſon; the 
terms of ſettlement may ſtand for me as 
they before ſtood for my ſon, with this 
alteration only, that I am permitted to 
add an offering of my gratitude to the 
friends of my future Ducheſs, and a teſti- 
mony of regard for herſelf, independent 5 
of any former agreement. 


As to the childiſh ceremony that paſſed 
between Miſs Palmerſton and the Mar- 
quis, in their ſtate of abſolute infancy, 
it ought to be conſidered as no bar to my 
pretenſions, the parties have ſeldom met 
ſince, and never without proper reſerve ; 
the whole circumſtance is unknown to 
the world, and may remain fo for ever; 
our friend who united the infants is en- 
titled to my ſervices, and a mitre hangs 


over his head, I have a great reſpect for 
this 


166 DELBOROUGH FAMILY. 


this worthy gentleman, and ſhall be well 
pleaſed to receive from him the nuptial 
benediction. 


On your Ladyſhip's friendſhip I have 
much reliance, with your accuſtomed cool- 
neſs and moderation you will conſider 
and nicely weigh in the ſcale of prudence, 
your ward's ſituation and my own, and 
afterwards have the goodneſs to inform 
me what is the reſult of your communi- 
cations to the parties concerned. I ſhall 
wait your commands, and Miſs Palmer- 
ſton's permiſſion, before I preſent my 
devours in perſon at the Abbey. 


In the meantime I have the honor to 
be with warm eſteem and the profoundeſt 
reſpect, your Ladyſhip's faithful and at- 
feftionate ſervant, 

| ANGRAvE,” 


The 
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The Duke's eyes once brilliant, though 
time had ſtolen away much of their luſtre, 
in ſpite of that awful depredator, ſent out 
ſome unuſual ſparks of animation, whilſt 
they were employed in ſurveying the 
contents of a letter, which the dignified 
compoſer thought to be the moſt maſterly 
he had ever executed; it was not ſo much 
the hopes of ſucceſs, as the arts he had 
uſed to enſure it, that charmed and delight- 
ed his imagination. Of ſucceſs he could 
not entertain a doubt, and for what rea- 
ſons he deſired it, has already been ex- 
plained; ſuch a union would have filled 
him with horror and diſmay, could he by 
any other device in the world, have re- 
deemed his own property, and attached 
to it that of Miſs Palmerſton, 


The reference to his ſon's very ill ſtate ' 
of health, the record of his ſon's reſolution 
never to marry, the faint hopes his Grace 
entertained from the younger male branches 

. of 
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of his houſe, his promiſed additions on 
the | ſcore of gratitude, with the delicate 
hints of the mitre, and the nuptial bene- 
diction, were certainly not only worthy 
of his own plaudits, but entitled to general 
admiration, when it is conſidered how 
much invention had been exhibited, and 
how rare it is to meet that lively faculty 
of human wiſdom, among the talents of 
Peer or Commoner, who has more than 
did adieu to his grand climacteric. 


His Grace having no intention to aſk - 
the conſent of his family, or conſult them 
on the occaſion, took ſuch fteps to pre- 
vent their coming at his deſigns, that they 
were not even ſuſpected by Lady Margaret 
or Lady Selina, till every preliminary 
betweenthe contracting partics was arranged 
and finally adjuſted ; a period from which 
at preſent we are at conſiderable diſtance, 
and ſhall leave the right honorable ſiſters 
in the perfect ſecurity, that they ſhould all 
| 3 6 their 
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their lives long have no competitor with 
themſelves in the government of their fa- 
ther, which ſince his ſtate of widowhood 
had never been diſputed but by their 
jealouſy of each other; and without diſ- 
turbing their dominion by anticipation, | 
we ſhall take a ſhort look in upon Sir 
Arthur's family, to obſerve what ſore of 
reception met the propoſals of his Grace, 
from the principal members of which it 
was compoſed. | 


What is commonly called a domeſtic 
circle is eaſy to deſcribe, and pleaſant in 
deſcription, there are others leſs general 
and much more difficult to delineate, and 
it is one of the latter upon which we are 
about to enter. 


In a large ill proportioned drawing 
room, preſided Lady White in full dreſs, 
not a hair diſordered, not a pin miſplaced, 
a rich royal purple gown, as well as every 

VOL, IV, I bother 
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other part of her cloaths and drapery, 
appearing to grow rather than adhere to 
her perſon, her hands and arms alone 
revealed that they were not related. Her 
mittens turned back with green ſattin, 
expoſed to view red boney fingers 
contraſted to their own whiteneſs, but 
enriched with many a ſparkling gem, as 
if the gifts of fortune were at leaſt an 
equivalent for the deficiences of nature. 
Her employment, for this notable lady 
abhorred idleneſs, or what ſhe denominated 
ſizpertiuous amuſements, ſuch as reading 
or writing, unleſs it happened to be her 
houſekeeper's weekly accounts, or con- 
verſing with her family, except on the 
ſubjects of family management, or viſiting 
her neighbours ; but preciſely ſix months 
before a general election, when Sir Arthur 
had perſuaded her the time would not 
be quite thrown away which ſhe might 
occaſionally beſtow in ſupporting his po- 

pularity, and pleaſing his conſtituents. 
5 | | Well, 
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Well, * the employment at which we 
find her, is none of theſe, nor is it muſic, 
nor is it cards, nor is it ſcandal, but a 
pair of ruffles intended for the baronet, 
the work of which was ſo exquiſitely 
loaded, that though they had been the 
conſtant labour of her needle for near a 
year, they were not yet one third com- 
pleated. 


On Lady White's right- hand fat the 
- diſputed bride of ſon and father, Marchio- 
neſs of Greendale, or Ducheſs of Angrave, 
as may hereafter be determined. The 
ſame inanimation, the ſame primneſs, the 
ſame 6bedience, that ſo ſtrongly marked 
the little wife of two foot nine inches, 
now characterize the figure and manners 
of Miſs Palmerſton, at the compleat 
growth of five foot, ſeven, which was 
almoſt the only alteration that had taken 
place ſince that memorable era, when 
the elegant Marquis, mounted on his 

TY father's 
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father's cane, galloped into the illuſtrious 


circle of contrivers, and fell into the trap 


they had artfully ſpread to enſnare his 


liberty. 


Lady White looked off from the eternal 


rufffe for an inſtant, and ſeeing her ward 


not in the immediate act of induſtry, © Are 
you unwell, my dear ?” aſked her Lady- 


ſhip. 


ine all created beings have PLONE 
a language adapted to the underſtanding 
of each other, the very words which 
you or I, gentle reader, ſhould naturally 
ſuppoſe to contain an anxious enquiry 


after the health of Miſs Palmerſton, the 


* 
. 1 — —— 
* 


: < : 


more properly tranſlated into a rebuke for 


her idleneſs, and uncovering the frame that 
ſtood on the table before them, beg'd to 
be adviſed whether the waiſtcoat ſhe was 
embroidering for the Marquis ſhould be a 


** orange and black, or a bright yel- 
low 
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Tow and crimſon? and Lady White 
having decided in favour of the two firſt 
colours, the moſt diligent application, and 
profound ſilence, reighed nn till 
the enterance of Sir Arthur. 


The weather was cold and tempeſtuous, 
the dark cedar wainſcotted room poſſeſſed 
a gloom from that ſombre colour, together 
with its immenſe and awkward dimenfions, 
that the brighteſt illuminations could not 
have penetrated, much leſs would it ſub- 
mit to be conquered by four wax- lights, 
two of which were placed on ſconces over 
the mantle-piece, the other two on a 
Pembroke table, wheeled into the middle 
of the apartment, for the Ladies better ac- 
commodation, whoſe bodies were ſyſtema- 
tically as much ſuperior to the comforts of a 
cheerful fire- ſide, as their minds to the 
vulgar feelings of pain or pleaſure : At all 
ſeaſons Lady White was a declared ene- 
my to what is called a good fire; it was 

I 3 : too 


174 DELBOROUCH FAMILY. 

too great an indulgence ; it inclined young 
people to indolence ; it was injurious to the 
complexion, and, if allowed to blaze, would 
eventually be the deſtruction of her highly 
poliſhed ſteel grates, and what little ſhe 
did permit to glimmer through them, 
was regularly kindled on the 29th day of 
September, and a general extinguiſher 
paſſed over every hearth but the offices on 
the 25th of March. In oppoſition to all 
external remonſtrances, this family regu- 
lation muſt not have been omitted, had it 
chanced to have rained fire on the former, 
and ice on the latter, of thoſe appointed 
periods. 5 * 


Sir Arthur's ſeelings of heat and cold 
being rather more irritable than thoſe of 
his wife, or his ward, generally indulged 
himſelf in a ſmall comfortable well-aired 
room, dedicated to the contemplation of 
Miſs Palmerſton's riches, and his own 
1 where he would weigh and re- 

. weigh 
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weigh one with the other, calculate; re- 
calculate, form new plans, and deviſe new 

projects of- accumulation every day, and 
the whole day long. This for eighteen 
years had been the buſineſs of his life, and 
he had judiciouſly turned it to the double 
account of profit and pleaſure. 


Half an hour before dinner, and exactly 
the ſame given time preceding the evening 
repaſt, was allotted to domeſtic formalities, 
which ſuited the complexion of his ſoul 
better, perhaps, than if truth would have 
ſanctioned our terming it his domeſtic 
comforts. His own thoughts were ſuf- 
fered to run in their favourite channel al- 
moſt in as uninterrupted a courſe as if he 
had ſtill been buried in the private receſſes 
of his cabinet ; and would the moſt refined 
attentions, or the moſt brilliant converſa- 
tion, have repaid him, if it had excluded 
from his imaginations other enjoyments 
infinitely more to his taſte ? No, he would 

I 4 | not 
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not have had his wife, or his ward, any 
other than what nature had made them, 
though the powers of creation were ex- 
preſsly put into his own hands for the pur- 
poſe of pleaſing himſelf. Female under- 
ſtanding he held in ſovereign contempt, 
and would not have beſtowed on either of 
them one idea more than they already 
poſſeſſed. No, not if he had been forced 
to endow his maſtiff with the overplus of 
rational faculties intruſted to his diſtribu- 
tion. | 


Sir Arthur had no objection to making 
them wiſe in their own conceit, and the 
profound reſpect he ſeemed to pay their 
judgment, made them ſubmit on all occa- 
ſions to his rule and direction, without far- 
ther appeal, which, as far as it regarded 
his ward, was particularly grateful to him, 
becauſe, from motives of the moſt refined 
policy, he had long pretended to conſult 
her on the regulation of her affairs, and 

| uſed 
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uſed her, when neceſſary, to meli be- 
tween himſelf and her other guardian, Mr. 
Anthony Pearce, when he had a conſcious 
and reaſonable cauſe to ſuppoſe objections 
would be raiſed to any favourite propoſition 
of his own, the obſtruction to which 
might impede the ſyſtem of his regular 
plan of operations. | 


In the ' moſt placid and condeſcending 
humour the Baronet made his appearance 
in the drawing-room, full twenty minutes 
before his uſual time of joining the Ladies, 
having on the morrow ſomething to pro- 
poſe for the acquieſcence of Miſs Palmer- 
ſton, very much to her or his own advan- 
tage ; it was the renewal of a valuable leaſe 
under certain conſiderations, which had 


already met his perfect approbation. 
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CHAP. XLVIL 


IR Arthur approached the Ladies with 
a ſmile, not, properly ſpeaking, the 
natural dreſs of his countenance, but a ſort 
of veil, with which he could, at any time, 
when it ſuited his purpoſe, cover his ſolemn 
and reſerved features. 


Ah! what a happy man am I, cried he; 
other poor fellows, who have wives and 
daughters, muſt langwſh in ſolitude, or 
are driven to ſeek amuſement out of their 
own family circle, whilſt I, after the fa- 
6  bigues 
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tigues of buſineſs, after whole hours of 
intenſe application to ſtudy, always know 
where to meet my ſolace, in the very bo- 
ſom of love and friendſhip. Married men 
muſt envy me as a huſband, and the un- 
married as the guardian of a treaſure they 
would die to poſſeſs. 


Lady White ſignified her approbation 
of the compliment paid to her domeſtic 
virtues, and expreſſed ſome ſurpriſe that 
three days had elapſed ſince they had re- 
ceived a letter or meſſage from the Duke 
of Angrave, adding, I believe, Miſs Pal- 
merſton, Lady Selina's laſt epiſtle to you 
remains unanſwered, | 
No, indeed, Ma'am, returned her ward) 
I am never in debt more than a day to.any . 
correſpondent, and I expect another from 
her Ladyſhip to-morrow, 


16 | Perhaps 
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Perhaps we may ſee his Grace to-mor- 
row, ſaid the guardian; but what do you 
think of Lady Selina's verſes on the ſub- 
ject of love? Nobody can know the Mar- 
quis's heart better than herſelf, ſo, I think, 
we may ſoon expect to ſee him in Eng- 
land. 


To be ſure, Sir, they are very fine, re- 
plied the ward; but I don't underſtand 
how they can relate to me, or to the Mar- 
quis. I am ſure his Lordſhip never ſaid 
to me that he was uneaſy, and when have 
I left the country for the diſſipations of a 
town life to make him jealous, as her La- 
dyſhip would inſinuate? and as to catching, 
birds, Lady White knows I never caught 
one in my lite. 


No, indeed, my dear, anſwered her 
Ladyſhip ; had I allowed you ſuch. fort of 
maſculine amuſement, it would have been a 
very great reflection on my own judgment. 

4 The 
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The verſes, in my opinion; are no better 
than a parcel of romantic nonſenſe, yet, as 
her Ladyſhip declares you and her brother 
are the ſubjects of them, the intention was 
civil, and one muſt ſeem pleaſed ; but for 
my part I never could endure poetry. It 
is mighty odd how any woman of com- 
mon underſtanding can idle away her time 
in writing ſuch ſtuff. 


Sir Arthur, without condemning the 
critic of his notable Lady, deſired Miſs 
Palmerſton would allow him to ſee her 
young friend's production once more, as 
he could not but think that, however 
fanciful the idea was dreſſed by the mules, 
Lady Selina had given a juſt repreſentation | 
of her brother's paſſion for his amiable 


ward. 


When the Baronet: made this requeſt, 
followed up by an obſervation, the fallacy 
of which was well known. to himſelf, he 


x 
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had no worſe deſign than to ſupport the 
validity of the Marquis's pretenſions by a 
new ſpecies of impoſition, The credit this 
wiſe guardian had hitherto gained on her 
eaſy nature, whenever he choſe to urge 
the ſteadineſs and warmth of Lord Green- 
dale's attachment, he now fancied rather 
on the decline, that very morning ſhe had 
obſerved to him, as they fat at breakfaſt, 
ſhe really did believe, my Lord Marquis 
hated the very thoughts of being married, 
and he trembled, leaſt ſhe might next pro- 
poſe the freeing his Lordſhip and herſelf 
from all future reſtraints ; but though this 
death-ftroke to his intereſt did not imme- 
diately fall on it, yet her very few words 
| ſhook the grand ſupport on which he had 
hitherto ſecurely reſted ; that ſhe would 
paſs quietly along in a ſingle ſtate, always 
expecting, and never gratified, or that the 
connection with the houſe of Angrave 
might be brought about, when the Mar- 
quis's extravagance ſhould have made it 
impoſſible 


* 
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impoſſible for him to do without her; 
either of theſe two ſituations would have 
gratified his hopes, a third, independent of 
either, would have utterly deſtroyed them. 


- As ſoon as Sir Arthur fignified his 
deſire, Miſs Palmerſton produced the 
verſes that had been ſent to her three days 
betore by Lady Selina, as the effuſions of 
her own muſe, and affuring her, deareſt 
friend ſhe had written them in compliment 
to her, and George, though ſhe ſuppoſed 
he would not thank her for doing the ar- 
dency of his paſſion ſo little juſtice, but 
hoped ſhe had been more ſucceſsful in the 
deſcription of himſelf. 


Whilſt Sir Arthur is giving to his fair 
auditors the ſenſe of thoſe verſes, with as 
much rapture and energy as though he 
had been the inſpired writer of them, our 
critic reader muſt not place the errors, 
which, no doubt, will be ſufficiently ob- 
n f vious 
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vious to the account of Lady Selina's want 
of genus, as her Ladyſhip has in reality 
no further claim to cenſure or applauſe, 
than what might belong to her on the ſeore 
of her purchaſed cabinet, or a fortunate ſe- 
lection and application of the little jones 
Ic contained. 


A PASTORAL. 


The dazzling fur, whoſe gladſome ray 1 
Enlivens nature, gilds the day, 
Had finiſh'd half its reign ; 
When underneath a ſpreading ſhade, 
 Neglectful of his flock, was laid 
The pride of all the plain. 


Marcelas, by each youth belov'd, . 
Marcellas, by each nymph ador'd, 
The ſubject of all praiſe! 
His ſtature elegantly form'd, 
His eyes with ſenſe and honor warm'd, 
Beam'd unaffected eaſe, r 
5 How 
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How deſcriptive ! exclaimed Sir Arthur. 
Do you not ſee the Marquis of Greendale 
ſtanding before you Ladies ? 


Where ? faid his Lady, without moving 
her eyes from the ruffle, _ 


Piſh! my ward will be at no loſs to find 
him in the lines J have juſt been reading, 
and he proceeded: 


He tun'd his pipe, the fleecy flock 
Lur'd by its ſound, deſcends the rock, 
To liſten whilſt he ſings. 
He tun'd his pipe, the feather'd choir, 
No longer float in vacant air, 


But furl their outfpread wings, 


He tun'd his pipe, and all was ſtill, 
Save echo, from the diſtant hill, 
Who ſweetly mock*d his ſtrain, 
Zephyr ſtood mute, and ſcarcely wav d 
The leafy garland on his head, 


Butlull'd the roaring main, 
Well, 
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Well, Lady White, ſaid the Baronet, you 
will allow that Lady Selina has very pret- 
tily taken notice of my Lord's muſical 
talents ? 


Yes ; but don't you ſee a very capital 
error from the beginning to the end ?. 


No, upon my honour; nor can J guels 
what your Ladyſhip alludes to. 


I dare ſay, Sir Arthur, that Miſs Pal- 
merſton can tell you what I mean, for ſhe 
and I have never a divided opinion. Pray 
permit me to aſk you what in nature was 
ever ſo ndiculous as to think of turning a 
Marquis, the eldeſt fon ofa Duke, and who 
muſt himſelf be a Duke, into a poor ſhep- 
herd, ſinging and piping to birds and beaſts? 
Indeed, the idea is infinitely too degra- 
ding! Had her Ladyſnip only ſuppoſed 
him to have had a ſeat in the Houſe of 
Commons, and then turned into verſe what 

| the 
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ſhe imagined hie would have faid in proſe, 
it might have been quite as entertaining, 
and much more conſiſtent with propriety. 


Sir Arthur ſmiled, and though he poſ- 
ſeſſed abundant wiſdom, he would not 
endow her with a ſingle ſpark of intellectual 
light, even in this her moment of extreme 
ſcarcity, but put a ſtop to any further cri- 
ticiſm, by turning to the paſtoral, and ſay- 
ing he would now conclude it without 
permitting himſelf to trouble the Ladies 
with any more obſervations of his own. 


Around, Marcellas turn'd his eye, 
He drop'd a tear, he heav'd a ſigh, 
More ſoft his notes and ſlow ; 

The pangs of ablence well he ſung, 
With timid air and faltering tongue, 
Pronouncing thus his woe: 


Falſe, cruel, ſubtle, fickle, and unkind, 
Amanda flies, and leaves her ſlave behind ! 


8” 
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She flies to gaudy courts, fick of the grove, 2 
She flies to grandeur, ſick of humble love. | | 
Return, ye minutes, when, with looks of joy, 
She flew to meet her fond deluded boy. 


Witneſs, ye lambkins, once her chiefeſt care, 
Fair as your fleeces, innocent as fair : 
Witneſs, Marcellas, once like you was bleſs'd, 
Oft” have you ſeen him by his love careſs'd, 
Return, ye minutes, when, with looks of joy, 
She flew to meet her fond deluded boy. 


Take heed, ſweet ſongſters, nor ungrateful prove, 
Sing loud her praiſes ! ſing of her J love, 

Who having wantonly impriſon'd thee, 

Perch'd on her ſnowy finger, ſat thee free. 

Return, ye minutes, when, with looks of joy, 

Sbe flew to meet her fond deluded boy. 


Return, Amanda, to my faithful arms, 

Sooth my ſad heart, ah! quell its fond alarms ? 

Not ſeeing thee, my woes will never ceaſe, 

Return, and with thy preſence bring me peace. 
* 


DELBOROUGH FAMILY. 


Return, ye minutes, in a tide of bliſs, | 
And bring with thee, the Te-uniting kiſs, 


Marcellas ceas'd, a ſudden gleam 


Of ſoul-felt pleaſure glads the ſcene, 


All ſhone ſerenely mild; 


The feather'd choir renew'd their ſong, 


The ſportive lambkins friſk'd along, 
The whole creation ſmil'd. | 


Marcellas felt his heart beat high, 

Joy ſprung ſpontaneous to his eye, 
His pipe he threw aſide. 

Amanda, conſtant as the dove, 

Had heard his ſong, approv'd his love, 

And thus enraptured, cry'd: 


Deareſt ſhepherd, why complaining ? 
Anguiſh courting, eaſe diſdaining, 


Never more we ſever ; 


From my vows I ne'er have ſwerv'd, 


Take a modeſt maiden's word ; 
Never, never, never. 
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Will ſuch be your reception of the 
Marquis, my dear? aſked Sir Arthur, 
ſmiling affectionately on his ward, at leaſt, 
will not the expreſſion of your heart be 
exactly the ſame, though your tongue 
ſhould not pronounce it either in verſe or 
proſe ? * 


She bluſhed, and an inclination to ſpeak, 
apparently ſtruggled with baſhfulneſs, and 
the fear of offending. Lady White requeſt- 
ed he would not diſtreſs Miſs Palmerſton, 
with a fort of queſtion which muſt be ex- 
cruciating for female delicacy to anſwer, 
and added, it would be quite time enough 
for her to acknowledge a preference for my 
Lord Marquis when their marriage was 


declared, 


Here a violent ringing at the houſe bell 
interrupted the conference, and Sir Arthur 
exclaimed, I am ſure this is a ſervant 


from the Duke, It certainly muſt be an 
| expreſs 
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expreſs from his Grace at ſo late an hour 
as this; perhaps, he ſendꝭ us accounts that 
the Marquis is arrived, or at leaſt on his. 
way to England, and then, continued he, 
looking ſarcaſtically on the wife of his 
boſom, this dreadful bar of delicacy, that 
is to ſeparate me from the confidence of 
my ward, will ſoon tumble to the ground. 


If you will permit me the liberty, Sir, 
ſaid Miſs Palmerſton, heſitating, and look- 
ing down, I would rather ſpeak now, but 
I am afraid you will think me very repre- 
henſible for preſuming to ſay, that I be- 
lieye my Lord Marquis would be better 
pleaſed to live ſingle than to be married ; 
and, if you have no objection, Sir Arthur, 
ſuppoſe we releaſe him from all engage- 
ments, and then after that, you know, he 
may marry me, if he chuſes. 


The Baronet's dark eyes flaſhed fire, 
but the lightening of their glances darted 
; | on 
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on a countenance, where it could do as 
little miſchief as if directed agaiuſt a fea- 
ther-bed, or a wool-ſack ; whilſt to his 
ward he only replied, ſhe might depend on 
his concurrence- with whatever, on mature 
deliberation, he ſhould conſider as moſt 
conducive to her honour and happy eſta- 


bliſhment. 


At this critical moment the Duke of Anz 
grave's letter was brought into the room, 
and with all due form preſented to Lady 


White. 


Sir Arthur was too polite to interfere, 
even by touching the outſide of the cover, 
as it paſſed under his eye in its way to its 
proper owner; nor did he betray any ſort 
of impatience during the many tedious 
minutes her Ladyſhip took up in cutting 
round the ſeal to preſerve the coronet in- 


tire, and liſting open the precious paper 
fold 
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fold by fold, with as much caution as if, 
like leaf gold, a breathing would have de- 
moliſhed its form and beauty ; nor did he 
ſtorm or rave, that ſhe was five times 
longer than was neceſſary in going over the 
contents; neither did he try, by examining 
the features of his other half, to diſcover 
in them whether the ſubje&t was or was 
not pleaſing, becauſe, though & man of 
infinite enterpriſe, he had never yet at- 
tempted to find out the lengityde ; but 
his thoughts were employed on what ap- 
peared. a leſs difficult ſcrutiny, that the 
Duke ſhould rather addreſs his letter to 
her Ladyſhip than himſelf, eſpecially. as 
ſhe had never before been honoured with 
his Grace's correſpondence, 'was 8 matter 
of ſome ſurpriſe; yet it was poſſible to 
deduce from that very circumſtance ſo 
many cauſes in ſupport: of his own inte- 
reſted views, that Sir Arthur, who;though 
a cool reaſoner, was a ſanguine projector, 
vol. TV, K thought 
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thought himſelf near the accompliſhment 
of his wiſhes ; that Lord Greendale was 
arrived ; that he was ready to. fulfil the 
contract, that it had been firſt announced to 
Lady White, as being the moſt delicate 
channel, through which the intelligence of 
an immediate marriage could be conveyed 
to Miſs Palmerſton; that his Grace had 
referred to her for fixing the day of his 
ſon's felicity, and, finally, that he ſhould 
himſelf, in a very ſnort time, reap certain 
advantages, which, by a private agree- 
ment between the Duke and him, were 


annexed to the conditions of purchaſe and 
r 


Such were the Baronet's agreeable re- 
veres during his ſtate of ſuſpenſe, and 
from which he was rouſed by having the 
letter itſelf put into his hands, accompa- 
nied with theſe words: | 


Pray, 
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Pray, Sir Arthur, when you have well 
weighed and conſidered every line in this 
charmingepiſtle, join us in the ſupper-room, 
and communicate the contents, with your | 
beſt advice to Miſs Palmerſton, till then I 
ſhall be ſeat;” ſaying which ſhe retired, 
followed by her ſubmiſſive ward, who had | 
too much indifference, and too little cu- 
rioſity in the temperament of her conſtitu- 
tion to experience any great matter of 
conflict with her impatience or anxiety, on 
account of the myſterious letter. 75 


Aſter having ſaid ſo much of the diſ- 
Poſitions in which the Duke's propoſals 
found Sir Arthur, and the Ladies of his 
family, at the fortunate moment of their 
arrival, we almoſt think it unneceſſary to 
declare, that they were joyfully received 
by the Baronet, graciouſly approved by 
his wife, and, by the force of a little per- 
ſuaſion, a little flattery, and a few argu- 
ments, in favour of an old rather than a 
young huſband, finally accepted by their 

K 2 ward, 


796 
ward, with her accuſtomed meek reply 
of —— * If my guardians and the Duke 
pl caſe. ” | 
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: This " but deciſive expreſſion, put 
Sir Arthur in mind, that there was yet 
another guardian to be conſulted, and, 
ſympatherically feeling the pulſe of Mr. 
Anthony Pearce by the beating of his own, 
he determined to pay him a congratulating 
viſit the next morning, and from thence, 
accompanied by him, proceed to town, 
on what we will preſume to call a three- 
corner'd vecafion, one of which terminated 
in ceremony, the other in policy, and the 


third in ſecurity. | 


The Duke's dignity of ſituation required 
that an invitation to the Abbey for the avow- 
ed purpoſe of taking a wife from thence, 
ſhould not paſs through the hands of a 
ſervant, but be delivered with as much form 
as a Lord Mayor carries up an addreſs to 
$903 3 WD | . the 
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the Throne. Policy whiſpered there would 
be no harm in making as good a bargain 
as they could, and caution laid in her 


claim to a ſhare in the viſit by a ſimple 
adage of—ſafe bind, ſafe find, 


K 3 CHAP. 
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CHAP. 4d. 


FTER Lord Haverville had ended 

his morning lounge at Mrs. Edwin's, 
as he was going down St. James's Street, 
he happened to encounter Lord Marſham, 
who gave him a briſk ſtroke on the ſhoul- 
der, for he was walking penſively along 
without ſeeming to regard objects of any 
ſort, not like Charmont, meditating on his 
Bf. night's viſion, but like himſelf, con- 
triving in the fickleneſs of his fancy how 
he might exchange one miſtreſs for an- 


other. Rouſed by a recognition fo fami- 
liar, 
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liar, he liſted up his eyes to ſee from 
whence it proceeded, and cried out, “ Is 
it you, Marſham ? the notice with which 
you honoured me ſurpriſed me a little, but 
I am heartily glad to ſee you.” - 


A very friendly greeting took place. 
They had been long acquainted, and Lord 
Marſham told him, that having juſt heard 
of their arrival in town, he was then on his 
way to St. James's Square, to aſk hint 
how he did, and to leave his name for the 
Earl; but come, added he, ſince I have 
had the good luck to meet you by chance, 
we will take a walk or ride in the Park, 
which ever you like; afterwards dine to- 
gether at White's, and talk over all our 


loves, and all our torments, . ſince we met 
lafto 5» #155; 


I can do neither, faid his Lordſhip; 
my father dines early, and I have been 
whiling away my time ſo long that I 

„ ſhall 
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mall have none to ſpare, if I meat 
to thake a decent figure at his table; your 
invitation to White's I muſt alſo decline, 
hot having the honour to _ to any 
club whatever, 


And who the devil cares what ſort of 
figure they make at their father's table, 
cned his friend, burſting into a loud laugh, 
at the ſame inſtant taking hold of his arm, 
and giving him a twirl round, which fat 
his face towards Piccadilly. Come, come, 
dragging him along, we will take a dozen 
turns on the pavement, however, and ſince 
papa's dinner is prefered to mine, and pa- 
pa's company to that of an old acquain- 
tance, ſpare my vanity, and confeſs there 
is a ſtronger inducement for the preference 
that mortifies me, than the choiceſt viands, 
or the delicious repaſt of philoſophical 
ſtrictures. Upon my foul, Haverville; I 
will never pardon it, if there is not one 

| or 
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or more ſweet little — n 
nee ; 


With n I chaſte 
and forcible, his Lordſhip replied; then I 
am intitled to forgiveneſs. '« Oh I the is 
more than painting can expreſs, or 1 
ful poets fancy, 3 dove Mo nun 

£4 HIV: 2B 

I haye heard, ſaid Lond Mardbagi, the 
is divanely handſome ; that {he is as a- 
.complſhed and good as ſhes wilt and 
beautiful. I have no particular engage 
ment for to-day, and will dine with ven, 
when I ſhall be able to torr. my oun 
opinion, which you know, William, 8 
always pleaſanter chan faſloriag one's Nu 
* I ne 


That wall nat do neither, ſaid che other, 
Haking his head. My father has ſtrained 
his foot, and my aunt has not been dead 
more than eight and forty hours. 

X Ks .. Zounds, 
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Tounds, man! tell your father I know 
ſomething of ſurgery, ard as to your aunt's 
ghoſt I ſhould not fear it, though even it 

ſhould ſit next to me-at table, provided a 

pretty woman fronts me vis-a-vis; or af 

you mean my baniſhment as a mark of 

rſpect to her memory, turn me into a 

mute or. a mourner, and I will do my 
part as well as any other you could hire 

von the occaſion; for poſitively I will dine 
thus very day in St. James's Square with 
the Earl-of Delborough, and any other 

-Gentleman or Lady, who may or may not 
have been invited by his Lordſhip, nay, 

continued he, you need not. demur about 
the matter (ſeeing Lord Haverville heſ?- 
tate, and likely to throw in other impedi- 
ments) I have made up my mind, ſo go 
home, and prepare me a welcome from 
your anceſtor, and a gracious reception 
from the divinity you worſhip ; and, - hark 
ye, Haverville, to put thee in good. hu- 
mour, ſhould my expectations be anfwered, 

3 | and 
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and you grow tired of the chace before 
you have run down the game, I will take 
your place, and follow it even to the foot 
of the altar in defiance of my unlucky ad- 
venture on chat ſacred ground once be- 
fore. 


It was in vain to contend with a man fo 
determined, and they ſoon after ſeparated, 


each to improve the graces of nature by 
the aid of his valet. 


It would be difficult to ſay whether the 
fears of a rival, or the hopes ofa ſucceſſor, 
where moſt prevalent in the agitated mind 
of the poor ,viſcount, when he came to 
conſider this ſelf- invited gueſtin two diſtinct 
points of view. It was the moſt likely thing 
in the world that his friend ſhould fall in 
love with Miſs Fairfax, which would 
be his | deſtruction! but on the other 
hand, it was not impoſſible, he might 
dedicate his attentions to Miſs Beverly, 

K 6 which 
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whach would be his ſalvation ! and, indeed, 
the chance muſt have been nearly equal to 
an indifferent ſpectator, with this natural 
apology for Lord Haverville, that he had 
loved Louifa many years, and Emely but 
two days, which made his fears weigh 
much heavier than his hopes : However, 
with peculiar ingenuity, he contrived to 
make the balance more even, by throw- 
ing into the light fcale fome approving 
glances, which he had induſtriouſſy gather- 
ed from the intelligent eyes of Colonel 
Fairfax, in the few hours he had ſeen them 
together, when by chance they encountered 
thoſe of Miſs Beverly. The fact is, that 
on ſlight appearances merely, he had before 
his meeting with Lord Marſham, formed 
a fort of plan to reſign his pretenſions to 
the Colonel, and in return to afk, from 
the efforts of his influence, the hand of his 
lovely ſiſter; i relieved from his pre- 
ent engagements, by either one or other 
of _ friends rr him in Louiſa's 


favour, 
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«favour, his expectations, from the partiali- 
ty of Emely, were not enfeebled by dif- 
fidence of his own deſervings. The 
greateſt obſtacle that threatened to defeat 
his projected ſchemes, was his father's 
averſion to his frequent changes of inch- 
nation, that he knew his patience was worn 
thread-bare by the frequent trials he had 

given it, and chat his intended daughter 
was quite as dear to his affection, as if 
nature had beſtowed on her the ſame 2 
to them with hirmſelt. 


To get over ſuch a bar as this required 

a maſterly ſtroke of policy; it muſt not 
be broken through with violence, but re- 
moved with gentleneſs; and he actually 
had the hardineſs to propoſe the making 
- Miſs Beverly inſtrumental to her own for- 
ſaken ſituation, to place her as a ſcreen 
between the Earl's reſemment and his own 
habitual fickleneſs, that inſtead of being an 


object 
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object of his | reproach, he may appear to 
deſerve * nn and Pity. 71 


'A miſer en can Abbe the ſpendebrif 
the art of ſaving in all its poſſible forms, 
and a paſſionate lover is more likely than 
a rational moderate man to find out where 
there is ſomething yet to be gained on tlie 
paſſions of his miſtreſs. Heaven had 
formed Louiſa's ſoul of its moſt precious 
materials; but that ſort of ardency, of 
which Lord Haverville's heart was chiefly 
compoſed, had in Louiſa's, been fo happily 
blended with delicacy and ſteadineſs, that, 
though it mixed in the general maſs of her 
- virtues, it was predominant in none. 


From a long experience of this divine 
equanimity of diſpoſition, and a perfect 
knowledge that ſhe was alſo endowed with 
a ſweet and even temper, where gall and 
acrimony had never mingled, his Lord- 
ſhip. founded his beſt expectations of ſuc- 
ceſs 


DELBOROUGH FAMILY. 207 


ceſs, to his future enterpriſes from what he 
called a want of warmth in the approba- 
tion ſhe had allowed him to obtain, be- 
cauſe, not ſo violent as his firſt attachment 
to her had been. He conceived ſhe had 
no affections to beſtow, or, at leaſt, ſuch 
tervent ones as he had a right to expect; 
and that of courſe ſhe might not only 
withdraw them now, that they were no 
more neceſſary to him than a great coat 
is to the comfort of its wearer in a warm 
ſummer- day, but even do it without com- 
plaining. He partly depended on the gen- 
tleneſs and placidity of her temper, but 
more on the dignity of ſentiment, and the 
diſintereſted generoſity of ſpirit, by which 
ſhe was diſtinguiſhed above the genera- 
lity of her ſex; theſe conſiderations united, 
made him reſolve, at a proper ſea- 
ſon, to truſt her with his whole confi- 
dence, and then throw himſelf on her 
mercy to defend him from the rage of an 

exaſperated 
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exaſperated father, by taking upon her to 
anſwer for thoſe objections which origina- 
ted in .his own changeable humour, but 
till a favourable opportunity offered for 
putting his plan into execution, he thought 
it moſt prudent to let matters take their 
uſual courſe, and to give the Earl no room 
to ſuſpect that his deareſt expectations 
were threatened wich annihilation. 


Female penetration is ſeldom to be miſ- 
led when it examines without prejudice 
into the receſſes of a real or pretended at- 
tachment. Intricate as were the mazes 
which led to the Viſcount's heart, 1 ady 
Archer poſſeſſed the clue to develope them. 
She had diſtinguiſhed reality from pre- 
tence. She had watched the growth of his 
paſſion. She had ſeen it in maturity, and 
ſhe had marked its decline. Sbe had 
tenderly loved, pitied, and grieved for 
him; but at was when his life had nearly 
fallen the ſacrifice to a hopeleſs, and, as 

| ſhe 
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the then ſuppoſed, an unconquerable pre- 
deliction for her ſiſter. The heat and cold 
of his attention had varied as ſhe conſi- 
dered him in the two extremes of a de- 
ſponding lover, and an accepted huſband; 
obſervations, which, if they had not taken 
from her every wiſh for an alliance with 
his unſtable Lordſhip, it is altogether as 
certain they did not make her deſire the 
completion of it with any degree of ardour; 
Sir James alone was privy to her ſuſpici- 
ons, and ſtrengthened by corroborating 
them with his own. Miſs Beverly ap- 
peared to be ſatisfied, and not to have 
perceived any fault in her lover, or any 
declenſion in his aſſiduities; nor would 
her friends diſturb the tranquillity of her 
mind, by infuſing into it any of their own 
ideas on the inconſiſtence of Lord Haver- 
ville's conduct, truſting more to her own 
brilliant virtues for happineſs in a married 
life, than either for his Lordſhip's readineſs 

They 


210 DELBOROUGH FAMILY. 


to acknowledge, or * n to adore 
them. 


- Miſs Beverly's diſpoſition was ſubject to 
neither inſipidity or indifference, and her 
underſtanding, the goodneſs of which had 
never been diſputed, was blended with a 
large portion of diſcernment; how then is 
her blindneſs to the change in Lord Ha- 
verville's behaviour to be accounted for? 
to others it was painfully evident, by her- 
ſelf apparently unnoticed ; theſe: ſeeming 
inconſiſtencies it muſt be our buſineſs 
to reconcile, and it is impoſſible to do 
this by any ſhorter means, than declaring, 
what was the exact fituation of her heart 
before, at, and after the time ſhe had pro- 
miſe to _—_ her hand on the ee 


„ 


| When firſt he es bi 1 with 
bim, that heart was tenderly and faithfully- 
betrothed to another; his Lordſhip's aſſi- 
duities were not only undeſired, but to- 

tally unheeded, and might have been diſ- 


guſting, 
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guſting, had ſhe not flown from them, 
ſeeking a diſtant ſheker from theſe impor- 
tunities, under the roof of her father; her 
ambition did not aim at enſlaving a multi- 
tude, it was bounded by the innocent wiſh 
of making one happy; her choice had 
been long decided, and when a fate irreſiſti- 
ble ſnatched the object of it from her 
forever, bitter was the anguiſh of her ſorrow, 
and deep the traces which it left on her 
pale countenance; another, and ſtill more 
melancholy event, ſucceeded to the for- 
mer, and the death of a beloved parent, 
ſent her back once more to the neighbour- 
hood of Lord Haverville ; her placid foul 
was the reſidence of truth, honor, and fen- 
ſibility, but not a romantic idea had been 
able to intrude itſelf, of courſe ſhe made 
none of thoſe ſtrong reſolutions, which in 
ſimilar fituations young ladies are very 
prone to make ; merely, we preſume, for 
the pleaſure of breaking them.—On no ac 
count! no, not for the univerſe, to enter 

into 
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into a ſecond engagement, when they have, 
by the death of a favoured lover, or by the 
death of his paſſion for her, which is tanta- 
mount the ſame thing, been unſucceſsful 
in a firſt. We confeſs ourſelves not friendly 
to violent emotions of any deſcription, as 
being neither feminine or durable, but 
would rather recommend as an example 
worthy to be followed in the preſent or fu- 
ture generations, the moderation, fortitude, 
and ſincerity of Miſs Beverly ; who in the 
extremeſt moment of anguiſh, did not form 
raſh reſolutions, did not lift up her voice 
above its uſual ſoft harmonious tones ; did 
not wiſh herſelf dead, or even fall into the 
labours of hyſteric wildneſs; her grief was 
filent, it was tearful, it was pathetic, and 
might have clouded her fate for ever, if 
ſhe had not oppoſed its eſtabliſhment in 
her boſom, by ſuch forces as can only be 
drawn from the reſources of ſound ſenſe, 
natural affection, and ever conquering re- 


ligion ; 
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ligion ; the firſt, convinced by a chain of 
uncontrovertable reaſoning, that however 
ſevere and pungent were the pangs of her 
preſent miſery, time would render them 
more ſupportable, and, in the courſe of its 
progreſs, lighten her heart, by degrees, of 
its weighty ſorrows, leaving only a whole- 
ſome, and ſweet recollection, of their 
humiliating viſitation ; the ſpirit, the very 
eſſence of the ſecond, came ruſhing upon 
her grateful ſoul, from the full eyes and 
anxious looks of a father, a ſiſter, and many 
friends, whoſe exiſtence ſeemed to depend 
on her own; and ſhall I not, ſaid ſhe, aſſume 
courage to draw the dagger from my own 
breaſt, which, if ſuffered to remain, will 
penetrate to theirs? the ſame reſolution 
that enabled her to put the queſtion to her- 
ſelf, by another effort, effected the con- 
queſt; yet theſe reſources were but the 
animations of that divine principle, to 
which we are indebted for all that can de- 
| ' >  _ 
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ſerve the name of joy, pleaſure, or comfort, 
for the only certain balm of conſolation for 
our preſent poſſeſſions, and our future ex- 
pectations. 


Our fair, curious readers, perhaps more 
impatient for the cataſtrophe of a tale, than 
the beginning of a ſermon, may accuſe us 
of the henious offence of preaching for 
their amendment, rather than writing for 
their amuſement ; let them conſider it as 
no vain preſumption of our own, but rather 
look upon it as a natural obſervation, and 
alſo neceſſary to our hiſtory; for in- 
ſtance, ſuppoſe our heroine like many other 
heroines in romance, reduced to a ſtate of 
extreme poverty, from which ſhe is relie- 
ved by the interpoſition of ſome kind, gra- 
cious, and benign patron, would it not be 
- the duty of her hiſtorian to ſpeak her gra- 
titude, to praiſe her patron ? and is it leſs 
incumbent on us to declare, how, and by 
what means ſhe was ſupported in trials, 
infinitely 
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infinitely more ſevere that thoſe of want, 
and penury, merely becauſe in doing it, 
we mult. place before their eyes the ſerious 
word religion; gentle readers, turn them 
not away in diſguſt, religion is a gentle, a 
benign patroneſs; to the meek, the ſor- 
rowful, the oppreſſed, ſhe holds out a deli- 
cious beverage, Miſs Beverly drank of it 
from her pure hand, and was refreſhed: 


Having ſhewn what was her ſituation 
before her acceptance of the Viſcount's 
propoſals, we next proceed to ſay what 
were her motives for accepting them, 
amongſt which muſt be reckoned, a wiſh 
to include the happineſs of others with 
her own; affection for Lady Archer, re- 
ſpect for Sir James, and a deſire to be 
grateful to Lord Delborough, who had 
condeſcended, even with tears, to ſolicit - 
her alliance, as the means, not only of ſe- 
curing his ſon's, but his own felicity, had 
all a ſhare in her motives; but it was not 

alone 
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alone to theſe conſiderations that ſhe 
yielded her concurrence; they firſt ob- 
tained her attention for Lord Haverville, 
to'whoſe aſſiduities ſhe at laſt aſſented, and 
without reluctance entered into 4 * 
— | 


The Viſcount was ' handſome, IP 
— it had not reached her 
or the friends moſt concerned in her eſtab- 
lſhment, that theſe qualities were tinctur- 
ed by habitual inconſtancy, and if ſhe did 
not love him with paſſion, ſhe approved 
of him with tenderneſs ; the entire influ- 
ence her ſweetneſs and unobtruſive vir- 
tues had gained over the mind of the Earl, 
ſhe did not uſe in favour of her own inte- 
reſt, but turned it to the advantage of him- 
ſelf by the moſt endearing arts, the moſt 
captivating addreſs, without ſeeming to 
know that Lord Delborough was poſſe ſſed 
of — ſhe 1 them all, under 


142 
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her forming eye, he became quite a new 
creature, his old habits and prejudices for- 
ſook him, and the more comfort he found 
from a different ſet of ideas, the more he 
adored the lovely being, who he was con- 
ſcious, had planted them in his boſom, 


We have now only to account for the 
reaſon why, ſeeing a defect in the attentions 
of Lord Haverville, ſhe had ſeen it in 
ſilence, without pain, and without reſent- 
ment; ſhe had none of that conſtitutional 
fire in her heart, which kept his Lord- 
ſhip's in a blaze, and his former endea- 
vours to 'kindle it, had often made her 
unhappy, becauſe it was literally not in her 
power to keep pace with his expectations, 
and the very decreaſe which her brother and 
ſiſter complained of to each other, ſo far 
from giving her diſturbance, was rather a 
matter of congratulation; he ceaſed to 
torment her with groundleſs jealouſies; he 
no longer harraſſed her with humiliating 

VOL, v. L doubts, 
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doubts, that ſhe had granted to compaſſion 
a condeſcenſion, which he wiſhed to be 
aſſured, had its only ſource in love, warm 
and ardent as his own; to ſuch complaints, 
ſhe always anſwered with truth and good 
humour, that he ought to be | contented, 
for if there was a man now in the world, 
whom ſhe had ever ſeen, and ſeeing, could 
prefer to his Lordſhip, ſhe had too much 
conſideration for her peace and ſelf-appro- 
bation, to have granted him any conceſ- 
ſions on the ſcore of compafſion. Such aſ- 
ſurances would ſometimes ſilence, but 
never ſatisfy him; and when, from the 
fickleneſs of his own reſtleſs diſpoſition, 
he by degrees ſlackened his ſubject, and at 
laſt totally dropped it; ſhe rejoiced at the 
change, and gave it a place amongſt the 
catalogue of his merits, not doubting, that 
from a heart ſo ſtored with ſenſibilities, 
when one half had fallen into decay, 
there would yet be enough ardours 
remaining, to warm them to the very 
: 1785. | end 
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end of their hymenial journey ; ſhe neither 
doubted his love or his honour, and when 
he ceaſed to pleaſe others, he was the moſt 


pleaſing to herſelf. 


FF 25 - » 
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CHAP. LIL 


ORD Marſham kept his appoint-. 
ment, and joined the dinner party 

Juſt as they were ſetting down to table, 
All were gratified by ſo pleaſant an addi- 
tion to their ſociety, except the Viſcount, 
who having watched the eyes of his viſitor, 
and ſaw them in the ſame direction with 
his own, obſerved, and not in the accents 
of one who receives an unexpected piece 
of good fortune, or in the warm language 
of hoſpitality, that though he had mention- 
ed to his father, and the ladies, the honor 
his 
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his Lordſhip intended them, yet he had 
himſelf doubts, that when he conſidered 
the melancholy. circumſtances of their fa- 
mily party, he would not be inclined to 
keep his engagement, deſiring Emely to 
help him from ſome diſh that ſtood con- 
ſiderably aboye the place. ſhe had taken , 
and for a moment robbed Lord Marſham 
of the beautiful profile which he was con- 
templating, with more than philoſophical 
{crutiny, his Lordſhip had no leaſure before 
to anſwer his friend, that fo far from haying 
any intention ta forego his preſent happi- 
neſs, he ſhquld deſire the Earl's permiſſion 
to renew it very frequently, eyery day if 
his Loxdhip pleaſed, as long as himſelf and 
party continued in retirement. The old 
Peer was ſo charmed with the propoſer, 
and ſo delighted with the propoſal, that in 
conſequence of the heartineſs with which 
he accepted it, Lord Haverville had the 
mortificauon to hear his gay acquaintance 

L 3 declare 
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declare, he ſhould from that day conſider 
himfelf as an highly honoured member of 
the St. James's-Square coterie. 


Lord Marſham, on his introduction to 
the ladies, found his admiration divided 
but he floundered into a moſt egregious 
error, by thinking he ſhould make 
court to the Viſcount, if he paid more 
devours to his couſin than to his def- 
tined wife; therefore it was that he 
ſeemed to attach himſelf to the former, 
though if he had a preference between 
them, it certainly did incline towards the 
latter, and he ſacrificed his firſt predilec- 
tion to no better purpoſe than that of 
plunging the anxious lover head and 
heels into the gulph of deſperation, from 
which nothing might ever have drawn him 
out, had not Lord Marſham forgotten his 
caution, looked a thouſand tender, and ſaid 
a thouſand gallant things to Mits Beverly, 
- 5 in 
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in compliment to his own inclinations, 
and in defiance of all his good reſolutions. 
Lord Haverville's gloom vaniſhed, his 
vivacity returned, and the whole circle 
pleaſed with each other, contributed to 
make the remaining time of dinner, not 
only paſs pleaſantly, but marked it with 
many brilliant ſallies of wit, and à ſtill 
larger portion of polite and poliſhed con- 
verſation. | 


Lady Selina's intended viſit had been 
mentioned amongſt a variety of other ſub- 
jets ; Lord Marſham ſent one of his arch 
looks acroſs the table, which ſaid in direct 
terms, Fairfax, you are her magnet of at- 
traction; though a ſilent thruſt, it was a 
home one, and took the Colonel in ſuch a 
direction, that he could make no defence, 
and the deep ſcarlet glow that covered his 
face, threw a faint reflection on the cheeks 
of his next neighbour; his next neighbour 
2 L 4 happened 
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happened to be Miſs Beverly; it was an un- 
premeditated arrangement, that placed them 
ſo near each other, for had he been left to 
chuſe his own ſituation, he would not have 
expoſed himſelf to dangers, from which he 
was but too well convinced there were no 
hopes of victory, but a certainty of his 
own total defeat. In a perfect ſtate of con- 
fuſion, without knowing what he ſaid or 
did, he turned to Miſs Beverly, and aſked 
if ſhe was acquainted with Lady Selina 
Dang.e ? ſhe rephed no, but as ſhe under- 
ſtood, her Ladyſhip intended to make a 
part. of Lord Delborough's family ; ſhe 
hoped their acquaintance, which was to 
begin that evening, by his interpoſition 
tn her favour, would not terminate in 
fo diſtant, or fo cold an appellation. The 
Colonel, who was ſtill dreaming, made 
that ſort of acknowledging bend of his 
graceful perſon, which could be tranſlated 
into no other _— than a coincidence 

with 
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with the hint ſhe had purpoſely dropped, 
and applying to himſelf the compliment 
with which it was followed. Miſs Fairfax 
ſays, added ſhe, that Lady Selina is ex- 
tremely handſome. Very, he replied. - Oh! 
cry'd Emely, who heard the latter part 


of the converſation, ſhe is more than 


handſome, I never ſaw any body poſſeſs 
the art of pleaſing in a greater degree; 
ſhe has no pride, no affectation, no fatire, 
in the expreſſion of her features; then ſhe 
is ſo lively, ſo good humoured, and ſo ſin- 
cere, that I wonder all the world are not 


in love with her. You are a warm painter, 


Emely, faid her brother, and may be more 
flattering to your ſubject, than Juſt to na- 


dure. 


reſt the whole time ſhe was ſpeaking, with 
much admiration of her candour, but the 


ſtrongeſt marks of infidelity, as to the ar- 


gument of her oration; and Colonel Fair- 
L's fax 


Lord Marſham looked at the panegy- 
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fax being now awakened to his own tor- 
tures, laboured to bring the converſation 


into another channel, till he had accom- 
pliſned his purpoſe. 


Lady Selina's deſign in obtruding her- 
ſelf on their party, was too palpable for 
his penetrating vanity to miſconſtrue, and 
when he was informed her Ladyſhip was 
expected, he would have taken himſelf off 
before her arrival, if his uncle had not 
peremptorily inſiſted on his ſtaying to re- 
ceive her. When ſhe was announced, the 
whole company were aſſembled together 
in the drawing- room, ſome expecting her 
appearance with impatience, others heartily 
wiſhing ſhe might not come at all; amongſt 
the firſt was Miſs Beverly, and Miſs Fair- 
fax, and in the latter was numbered her 
brother and Lord Marſham, one ſtanding 
in dread of her partialities, the other of 
her ſatire; but when they ſaw her enter, 
ſtruck With the alteration in her manners, 
0 4 . they 
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they could ſcarce credit their ſenſes, that 
it was indeed, and identically, Lady Selina 
. Dangle ; none of that girliſh gay flippancy, 
which uſed to mark her approaches, now 
attended her motions; her eyes were not 
directed with a ſtare of vacant wildneſs 
round the circle, but modeſtly reſted on 
the Earl and his friends; as ſhe received 
and returned the compliments of each, far 
from diſtinguiſhing Colonel Fairfax by her 
ſmiles, or her glances, what few ſhe diſ- 
penſed, which were dealt out with proper 
reſerve and caution, reached no further 
than the Viſcount. She had called on a 
friend in her way to the Square, that friend 
was at home, the faſhionable phraiſe for 
ſaying, her rooms were filled with as many 
other friends, or more than they could 
commodiouſly contain; this friend had 
aſſured her Ladyſhip, and ſupported the 
truth of her intelligence, by the joint teſti- 
mony of all her viſiting friends, that Lady 
| Dorothy Petting had not left the Colonel 

L 6 a ſhilling, 
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a milling, and that Lord Delborough was 
heir to her large fortune; Cupid, who 
chanced to be repoſing on her fair boſom, 
toak. a panick at the report, and was off in 
an inftant ; Lady Selina got into her chair, 
and in the ſhort diſtance of two ftreets, had 
decided, that quality and a knapfack never 
would form a rational union; and that the 
Earl of Delborough's ſon, was a proper 
match for the Duke of Angrave's daugh- 
ter. 


Proteous was a mere novice in the art 
of changing his appearance, compared 
with Lady Selina Dangle, and never were 
her powers ſo much or ſo ſucceſsfully 
exerted, as when ſhe put on the ſemblance 
of modeſt diffidence, intereſting ſoftneſs, 
and chaſtened ſenſibility; the Earl looked 
at her with furprize and approbation ; 
Emely with partiality, bordering on af- 
fection; Louiſa thought Colonel Fairfax 
muſt be happy with ſo charming a wife; 
Lady 


1 
1 
1 


— 
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Lady Archer could not but think her 
pleafing, but did not altogether admire 
the wonderful pains ſhe took to make her- 
ſelf particularly fo to her deſtined brother- 
in-law, who having neither eyes or ears 
for any body but his fair couſin, and not 
daring to make his partiality the ſubject 
of obſervation, let all her Ladyſhip's ar- 
rows glance by him, whilſt he fat in a 
corner of the room, with his arms folded, 
his looks fixed on the ground, ſometimes 
ſpeaking, but oftener giving way to ſtrong 
fits of profound meditation; Mrs. Edwin 
paid great deference to the Colonel's judg- 
ment, and if there was one point in which 
it bore more weight with her than on 
any other, it was when her own ſex came 
under the ſcrutiny of his juſt but difcrimi- 
nating faculties ; he had told her his ſen- 
timents of Lady Selina, and ſhe choſe 
rather to abide by what ſhe knew to be 
his opinion, than to form any new one 
of her own; he himſelf remained ſteady, 
he 
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he was | aſtoniſhed without believing, 
and admired the artifice without being 
entangled in its web; as to Lord Marſnam 
he ſhrug'd his ſhoulders, - ſmiled at every 
ſerious ſentimental : obſervation that fell 
from her lips of ſcarlet, and ſometimes 
turned away to conceal a laugh, by affect- 
ing to cough violently. 


Such were the various ſet of ideas to 
which the preſence of Lady Selina had 
given birth, and the old Peer became ſo 
prepoſſeſſed by her arts of faſcination, that 
quitting the room abruptly, he ſent for 
his nephew to convince him of what he 
was himſelf convinced, that the Duke of 
Angrave's daughter was the moſt amiable 
of all the women, two only excepted, that 
he had ever met with in his long journey 
through life. Charles, ſaid he, attend to 
me, you are young, I am old, you want 
experience, I have had enough to make 
me wiſe ; you have entirely. miſtaken the 
oa character 
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character of Lady Selina Dangle, ſhe poſ- 
ſeſſes qualifications far above mediocrity ; 
it is my advice that you do not throw 
away a jewel that courts your acceptance, 
before you know the real value of it; your 
poor aunt had fat her heart on your union 
with her, and. I ſent for you to declare 
my entire approbation. | 


The Colonel unwilling by oppoſing the 
arguments of ſo kind an uncle, fo generous 
a benefactor, to run the hazard of diſ- 
pleaſing him, modeſtly replied, that if 
he had fallen into errors, his Lordſhip's 
goodneſs would not be without: effect in 
helping him to diſcover and reform them. 
He then kiſſed his hand, and Wi FRA 
to the —_ [LO | 


Lord Delborough, quite in love with 
Lady Selina, and elated with the hopes 
of making the Colonel a convert to his 
own opinion, had it in contemplation that 

as 
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as ſoon as the funeral was oyer, he would 
wait on the Duke of Angrave, and offer 
ſuch propoſals as he had no reaſon to 
ſuppoſe his Grace would be ayerſe tao 
accept; of her Ladyſhip's inclinations he 
thought himſelf quite ſecure, but -before 
the expiration of her viſit this eg 
was a little ſhaken. - 


Lady! Selina was requeſted to fit down 
at the piano forte, ſhe . readily complied, 
and Colanel Fairfax turning over a book 
of ſongs, pointed out a very pretty Italian 
air, which at his defire ſhe was juſt going 
to fing, and had already ſtruck off the 
firſt notes, when hearing the Viſcount 
ſay ſomething in a whiſper to Lord Mar- 
ſham about another of Metaftatio's com- 
poſitions, to which he was partial, her 
Ladyſhip ſuddenly dropped what ſhe had 
began, and the ſong ſhe accidentally heard 
him admire was ſung and played with a 
ER and pirit that could not but be 

flattering 
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flattering to Lord Haverville, and muſt 
have mortified our Colonel if her prefer- 
ence of him had been neceſſary to his 
happineſs ; on the contrary he felt himſelf 
ſo perfectly at eaſe, that he applauded her 
execution more than any body elſe, and 
even more than perhaps it deſerved; not 
ſo the Earl, who ſince his return to the 
room, had watched every glance and mo- 
tion of the fair ſyren, pleaſed to ſee his 
proſelyte leſs remiſs in his attentions, 
He therefore was not delighted with the 
exchange of the ſong, he caſt a look of 
diſappointment on his nephew, another 
of reproach towards his ſon, for having pre- 
vented her Ladyſhip's intentions, then 
raking Emely by the arm, for they were 
all ſtanding round the inſtrument, he drew 
her at a diſtance, and ſaid to her in 8 
low voice, tell me, child, if you are not 
by nature every one of you coquettes ? 
ſhe knew to what the queſtion alluded, 
and anſwered with a ſmile, ſhe hoped not, 


and 
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and added, if it did not ſound like egotiſin, 
ſhe would venture to affirm the contrary, 
from the diſpoſitions of her own heart. 


But what have you to ſay for your new 
friend, he replied; I never ſaw a more 
coquettiſh trick in my life than ſhe has 
juſt played your brother; I hope William 
has not been making a fool of himſelf; 
by heavens I diſcard him for ever if he 
baulks my preſent expectations. 


That is - impoſſible, cried ſhe, Miſs 
Beverly is ſo beautiful and ſo amiable, 
it is not in nature that ſuch an event ſhould 
happen ; but, my dear uncle, it is highly 
probable that when Lady Selina gave 
my coulin's ſong the preference, being in 
your houſe, ſhe meant nothing more. than 
a polite compliment to your Lordſhip. 


| This well-timed apology was not with- 
out its weight, it reſtored the old Peer 
to 
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to good humour, and at his intreaties her 
Ladyſhip was prevailed on to make one 
of the ſupper party. As they ſat down at 
an early hour, muſic filled up the ſpace 
before they adjourned to the eating room, 
and after their flight repaſt was over, 
catches and glees prevailed for a conſider- 
able time, when Lady Selina declaring 
ſhe was quite fatigued with her exertions, 
ſome of the company propoſed that they 
ſhould vary their amuſements, and play 
at conſequences, to which the reſt readily 
aſſented ; the Viſcount produced his port 
folio, and ſupplied them with pens, ink, 
and paper; every one was buſied in 
making the neceſſary preparations, ſome 
writing names, others employments, &c. 
&c. 


As all our accompliſhed readers may 
not be acquainted with the nature of this 
infantine, and at leaſt harmleſs Sadinage, 
it is neceſſary that we ſhould inform them, 
| that 


236 DELBOROUGH: FAMILY, 


that when a circle of Lords and Ladies 
or maſters and miſſes of fix toot high are 
aſſembled together round a table, and 
do not know what elſe to do with them- 
ſelves, or with their time, fiye diſtinct 
parcels at tickets appear in the middle 
of it, all moſt curiouſly folded, ſo that 
the writing within ſhall not be ſubject 
to any but a general diſcovery ; on the 
firſt is written the names of gentlemen, the 
ſecond ladies, an equal number of each, 
and thoſe of the preſent. company are 
never omitted, the third is a ſituation, the 
fourth a converſation, the fifth and laſt 
is the reſult or conſequence, of the whole, 
and from which the peitit bagetelle derives 
its important name of conſequences ; five 
people are employed on the five different 
ſorts of tickets, ſo that no colluſion can 
happen from 'a confederacy, yet chance 
often directs the coming up of the tickets 
very much to the entertainment of Lords, 

Ladies, maſters and miſſes, none are per: 
= 38 mitted 


mitted the excluſive right to examine 
the tickets they have drawn, which muſt 
be no more than 'one from each parcel, 


but having drawn them they are depoſited - 


in the hands of a third perſon, to be fead 
aloud for the benefit of all the happy 
circle, who are concerned in giving this 
ſort of whimſical turn to the wheel of 
deſtiny. We beg pardon for ſoliciting 
ſo much attention on à ſubject ſo trifling, 
but hope to be abſolved from our offence 
when it is conſidered that little Matters 
often lead to — events. 


ene and all the bye-laws of 
tiquiette, deſtined to the fair hands of Lady 
Selina the firſt five tickets, one by one 
The cautiouſly drew them, and Lord Del- 
borough had the pleaſure of ſeeing her 
preſent them to his nephew, who having 
no longer any fears of being diſtinguiſhed 
by her particular favor, had contentedly 
"Heh 3 org to o her at 1 [the 
| 190 U gift 
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firſt to be opened was the name of the 
Lady, he unfolded the envelop, and aucibly 
| Pronounced, Lady Selina Dangle. | 


Tou cheap ſaid ey 1 cannot poſſibly 
have drawn my own name, he held up 
the bit of paper on which it was written, 
ſne was convinced, and bid him proceed 
that ſhe might know her . va 
0 N N 1 


ng Grontietin was Fey the difficult taſk 
of announcing himſelf occurred, his face 
was crimſoned over with rather a deeper 
die than that of vermillion, and he read 
Colonel Fairfax with a voice fo hiſitating, 
that it was by no means an unnatural idea, 
which at the moment ſeemed univerſally 
prevalent, that no ſentiment but love 
could produce ſo ſanguine an effect, even 
her pretty Ladyſhip was not exempted 
from partaking of the general error; but 
her views being now. directed to another 
ohject, ſhe regarded his confuſion with 

as 
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as much /ang: froid as ſne would have 
looked on the picture of her grandfather, 
had it been placed within her view, and 
the aſked him to go on, without appearing 
penetrated in the leaſt by his viſible emo- 
tions; the Earl looked, it is impoſfible 
to ſay, how he looked, whilſt his nephew, 
who had by this time recovered, from his 
plunge of perplexities, ſaid with a 
air, ſince fate has jumbled us together, 
and your Ladyſhip commands me to 
proclaim here we are, What we are about, 
and what will be the conſequence of our 
tẽte à tee ; here then, added he, unfold- 
ing the three other papers, I declare that 
Lady Selina Dangle and the honored Fair- 
fax are faid to be on their way to St. 
George's Church. 


Oh! horrid, nan. ſhe, and ** 


next, what are we about? 


The moſt natural employ that can be 
imagined, he replied, we are making love, 
and vowing everlaſting conſtancy. 

| And 
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And the conſequence, retorted ſhe, if 
I may be allowed to anticipate, muſt, I 
think, Colonel, be abſolute ſtarvation. 


Not quite ſo bad, he coolly anſwered, 
its only conſequence 19—a ſeparation. 


The Earl ſighed, it was more than a 
figh, it was a groan half ſuppreſſed; diſ- 
pleaſure, at leaft to his nephew, had no 
ſhare in the ſenſations of his mind; the 
words, She is an errant coquette,” again 
came upon his tongue, but did not paſs 
his lips, to which filent ejaculation, he 
added another, that no relation of his 
ſhould marry ſo confirmed a jilt, if inſtead 
of being a Duke's, ſhe had been the daughter 
of an Emperor.—Though the play went 
round, and the evening was prolonged, we 
ſee no good reaſon why we ſhould prolong 
either our ſubject or our chapter. 
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